
55.17% 176

5.33% 17

9.09% 29

20.69% 66

19.12% 61

Q1 Please indicate your connection(s) to
the Upper Canada District School Board.

Answered: 319 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 319  

# Other:  (please specify) Date

1 graduate 2/8/2017 3:58 PM

2 graduate, future parent 2/8/2017 3:54 PM

3 commenting as a committee 2/3/2017 4:35 PM

4 taxpayer 2/1/2017 5:03 PM

5 grandparent of students at UCDSB schools, and parent of UCDSB school graduates 1/31/2017 8:04 PM

6 Grandparent and former parent of students at Wolford P.S. 1/31/2017 7:50 PM

7 I am a great grand parent of students in the UCDSB 1/31/2017 6:43 PM

8 I am a grandparent of students in Wolford P.S. 1/31/2017 6:30 PM

9 I am a community member with children attending UCDSB schools 1/31/2017 4:32 PM

10 Former ucdsb employee and parent of child attending ucdsb schools 1/31/2017 2:50 PM

11 graduate 1/31/2017 10:55 AM

12 spouse and children graduated from Wolford 1/31/2017 10:52 AM

I am a
parent/guard...

I am a student
attending a...

I am an UCDSB
employee

I am a
community...

Other:
(please...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

I am a parent/guardian of student(s) at UCDSB school(s)

I am a student attending a UCDSB School

I am an UCDSB employee

I am a community member without children attending UCDSB Schools

Other:  (please specify)
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13 family attends Wolford 1/31/2017 10:50 AM

14 graduate 1/31/2017 10:46 AM

15 graduate 1/31/2017 10:38 AM

16 former resident 1/29/2017 9:24 PM

17 new parent 1/29/2017 9:09 PM

18 graduate 1/29/2017 9:06 PM

19 not specified 1/29/2017 9:04 PM

20 grandparent, graduate 1/29/2017 9:04 PM

21 graduate 1/29/2017 9:02 PM

22 grandchildren attend Wolford 1/29/2017 9:00 PM

23 grandchildren attend Wolford 1/29/2017 8:59 PM

24 graduate 1/29/2017 8:58 PM

25 graduate 1/29/2017 8:44 PM

26 not specified 1/29/2017 8:43 PM

27 graduate 1/29/2017 8:41 PM

28 tax-payer 1/29/2017 8:40 PM

29 not specified 1/29/2017 8:39 PM

30 graduate 1/29/2017 8:38 PM

31 not specified 1/29/2017 8:37 PM

32 not specified 1/29/2017 8:35 PM

33 not specified 1/29/2017 8:34 PM

34 not specified 1/29/2017 8:33 PM

35 not specified 1/29/2017 8:32 PM

36 not specified 1/29/2017 8:30 PM

37 graduate 1/29/2017 8:28 PM

38 not specified 1/29/2017 8:26 PM

39 graduate, future parent 1/29/2017 8:24 PM

40 graduate 1/29/2017 8:22 PM

41 not specified 1/29/2017 8:20 PM

42 soon to be parent 1/29/2017 8:20 PM

43 Former resident of the area 1/29/2017 8:17 PM

44 I am a taxpayer and community member, with grandchildren attending a USDSB School 1/25/2017 5:38 AM

45 Taxpayer, concerned citizen, former parent of ucdsb, family to student currently in the system, retired teacher 12/16/2016 3:44 PM

46 unspecified 11/26/2016 2:44 PM

47 I am a grandparent of students in an UCDSB school slated for closure. 11/25/2016 2:15 PM

48 . 11/25/2016 2:00 PM

49 Longtime volunteer 10/25/2016 12:35 PM

50 I am a grandparent whose children attended Wolford Public School and whose Grandchildren will be/should be
attending Wolford Public School.

10/19/2016 11:25 AM

51 My grandchildren will be attending Wolford Public School in the next year and a half. 10/19/2016 11:12 AM

52 I am a grandparent 10/16/2016 6:36 PM
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53 Parent with a student to attend UCDSB school in 2 years. 10/16/2016 4:58 PM

54 I have nephews attending Wolford public school 10/15/2016 9:26 AM

55 Step mother 10/14/2016 9:44 PM

56 Young family who's children will attend an UCDSB School in the future 10/14/2016 8:52 PM

57 former student 10/14/2016 6:22 PM

58 I am a soon to be parent of a child that would be attending UCDSB school 10/14/2016 2:12 PM

59 I attended Wolford Public School as a student and my children attended the school as well. I am hoping my future
grandchildren will be able to attend there too.

10/14/2016 1:42 PM

60 Grandparent 10/14/2016 1:03 PM

61 I am a mother of a year old & this is the only school we want our child & future children to go to! 10/14/2016 10:08 AM
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Q2 The draft recommendations contained in
the Initial Staff Report for the

Accommodation Review are organized by
Feeder Groups of Schools. This refers to
the elementary schools and secondary

school(s) that students attend in
accordance with school

program boundaries.Please choose from
the list below, the feeder group of schools

for which you would like to provide
feedback. (Please note that there are no

recommendations impacting the
Gananoque or Russell Feeder Groups.)

Answered: 319 Skipped: 0
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Brockville -
(Brockville ...

Cornwall -
(Cornwall...

Seaway -
(Seaway...

North
Grenville -...

South
Grenville -...

Tagwi - (Tagwi
SS, Maxville...

Rothwell-Osnabr
uck -...

Glengarry -
(Glengarry D...

Char-Lan -
(Char-Lan DH...

Almonte -
(Almonte DHS...

Carleton Place
- (Carleton...

Perth - (Perth
DCI, Drummon...

Rockland -
(Rockland DH...

Vankleek Hill
- (Vankleek...

Rideau -
(Rideau DHS,...

Smiths Falls -
(Smiths Fall...

Athens -
(Athens DHS,...

North Dundas -
(North Dunda...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses
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0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

100.00%
319

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

Total 319

Brockville - (Brockville CI, Thousand Islands SS, Commonwealth PS, Front of Yonge ES, Lyn PS, Prince of Wales PS, Toniata PS, Vanier PS, and
Westminster PS)

Cornwall  - (Cornwall Collegiate Vocational School, St. Lawrence Secondary School, Bridgewood P.S., Central P.S., Eamer’s Corners P.S.,Viscount
Alexander P.S.)

Seaway - (Seaway District HS, Iroquois PS, Morrisburg PS)

North Grenville - (North Grenville DHS, Kemptville PS, Merrickville PS, Oxford-On-Rideau PS, South Branch ES)

South Grenville - (South Grenville DHS, Benson PS, Centennial '67 PS, Maynard PS, South Edwardsburg PS, Wellington ES)

Tagwi - (Tagwi SS, Maxville PS, North Stormont PS, Roxmore PS)

Rothwell-Osnabruck - (Rothwell-Osnabruck School (k-12), Longue Sault PS)

Glengarry - (Glengarry DHS, Laggan PS)

Char-Lan - (Char-Lan DHS, S.J. Mcleod PS, Williamstown PS)

Almonte - (Almonte DHS, Naismith Memorial PS, Pakenham PS, R Tait McKenzie PS)

Carleton Place - (Carleton Place DHS, Arklan Community PS, Beckwith PS, Caldwell Street PS)

Perth - (Perth DCI, Drummond PS, Glen Tay PS, Maple Grove PS, North Elmsley PS, Queen Elizabeth PS, The Stewart PS)

Rockland - (Rockland DHS, Rockland PS, Plantagenet PS)

Vankleek Hill - (Vankleek Hill CI, Pleasant Corners PS) * impacted by Glengarry recommendations

Rideau - (Rideau DHS, Rideau Centennial ES, Rideau Vista PS, South Crosby PS, Sweets Corners ES)

Smiths Falls - (Smiths Falls DCI, Chimo ES, Duncan J Schoular PS, Lombardy PS, Montague PS, Wolford PS)

Athens - (Athens DHS, Meadowview PS, Pineview PS)

North Dundas - (North Dundas DHS, Chesterville PS, Nationview PS, Winchester PS) *impacted by Seaway recommendations
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1.93% 5

17.37% 45

60.23% 156

20.46% 53

Q59 Please provide your response to these
Draft Recommendations. Select the
statement(s) that best describe your

thoughts, you will be asked to expand in the
next set of questions.

Answered: 259 Skipped: 60

Total 259

Yes, I support
all of the...

I support some
parts of the...

No, I don't
support the...

I have an
alternative ...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Yes, I support all of the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools.

I support some parts of the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools.

No, I don't support the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools at all and I don't have an alternative suggestion at this time.

I have an alternative to the DRAFT recommendations that would meet the board's objective to reduce surplus space in this feeder group of schools.
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Q60 If you indicated in Q3. that you support
some or all of the Draft Recommendations

for this feeder group of schools, please
describe what elements of the

recommendations are favourable to you.
Answered: 48 Skipped: 271

# Responses Date

1 Closure of Wolford. 2/8/2017 3:56 PM

2 I agree with the closures of North Elmsley and Wolford. However I feel therw has not been enough planning put into
SFDCI becoming a 7-12 school. PDCI took two years to implement September 2017 is to early and I do not feel
SFDCI is ready for 7 and 8 students. Merely dropping portables will not suffice. My child will be affected by this and
while I feel their will be more opportunitues for them at SDCI it should be implemnted Sept 2018 and not rushed. I
have worked in the school and would like to know how you plan on protecting my child from the drugs, smoking and
all out fights that happen within the building. If it is well planned and implemented and their are safety procautions for
the Elemntary kids I am all for it.

2/8/2017 3:53 PM

3 I have watched some of the live feed meetings and having a problem understanding why the board isn't giving any
answers. Questions are being asked and no replies. Why? Do you not know what's is going to happen. How are you
going to implement this in three months. Are teachers, ea's, principals going to lose their jobs. You don't get other
things done fast so why are you rushing this? The board should have been better prepared. What about french? You
are having trouble finding french teachers now.

1/31/2017 5:46 PM

4 - I support having dual track English/French programs at each school including Wolford. This will allow student spaces
to be occupied by students who actually live in the boundary (instead of cross boundary for a special program).

1/31/2017 4:06 PM

5 A single "dual track" attendance boundary be introduced at each Smiths Falls feeder group elementary schools 1/31/2017 3:53 PM

6 French immersion in all school 1/31/2017 2:43 PM

7 A reduction in schools. 1/30/2017 5:13 PM

8 Two proposals that can be individualized or connected solutions: 1. Lombardy, Duncan J, Montague become K to 6
elementary schools. CHIMO becomes a 7/8 school. CHIMO is well-equipped to provide sound "middle school
program". It's close location provide an opportunity for strong collaboration with the high school. CHIMO could be
integrated into SFDCI as the satellite building, where SFDCI becomes a 7-12 school as planned with 2 campuses. 2.
A full addition is built on SFDCI to accommodate the entry of 7/8 students. The main push back from parents is
concern over a 1000 plus enrolment in a building designed for 740. Using renovations, portables and/or "portable
pacs" will not be well-received. SFDCI is the pillar of the Smiths Falls community. A complete addition that included
facility for athletics (gym), specialized classrooms and washrooms is needed. Committing a portion of UCDSB financial
savings from this program back into SFDCI infrastructure would go far in building community support.

1/28/2017 1:48 PM

9 1 and 2 with Wolford closing. 1/26/2017 6:33 PM

10 I understand the reasoning just don't like the idea of grades 7 & 8's being at the high school 12/9/2016 12:40 PM

11 I do not support the Lombardy students leaving to go to SFDCI. I believe 7/8 students need to stay with the younger
children. Just the other day my child came home from reading buddies and explained how they learned about
diaramas from the grade 8's and learned about life cycles. There is so much that each age can learn from each other. I
see how the 7/8's change once they are moved to the high schools. I see it in many of the schools. It is one of he
reasons we opted to send our children to Lombardy so they would stay there until grade 8. My mother said they fought
to have 7/8 added to Lombardy so the children this area wouldn't have to go to school in town years ago. I
unfortunately had a bad experience leaving sheltered Lombardy after grade 6 and was sent to the wolves for 7/8 at
Chimo. I do not want the same experience for my children. If the 7/8's must move from the Falls schools to
accommodate the students moving from Wolford then I can understand that move. However the Lombardy students
staying where they are does not cost any additional money because there is room where they are. Moving them to
SFDCI just adds unnecessary costs that are not needed at this time.

12/5/2016 9:37 AM

12 My children currently attend Chimo. Their new zone will be Duncan J, based on their daycare....there is no way my
children will attend Duncan J. You wonder why kids have anxiety issues? My children will be in and you want to force
them to attend a school where they know NO ONE? Our children are nothing but another dollar and another number.
Shame on you UCDSB.

11/25/2016 2:09 PM
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13 I support closing Wolford Public School and North Elmsely Public schools but instead of those schools feeding into the
already over capacity Chimo Public School these students should go to Duncan J. Schoular Public School which is
below capacity. This move would allow for the 7-8s to remain in the elementary schools until a new addition is built at
SFDCI and a proper transition process can be carried out with parents, students & staff. I support making all the
elementary schools dual track but do have concerns whether they will all be able to support the program with enough
students but you won't know till you try.

11/15/2016 9:46 AM

14 Dual Track, Closing of school with low occupancy, 11/9/2016 11:43 AM

15 I support the closing of schools that are deemed ineffective - due to low enrolment numbers In other words, I support
Items # 1, #2, and #4 in the draft recommendations.

11/7/2016 10:32 AM

16 Introducing boundaries within the town, and enforcing them would help the overcrowding at Chimo. They have so
many students that they need more and more portables every year, yet there are empty classrooms at Duncan J.
Schoular that could be used. Duncan J. is a wonderful school, with fantastic, caring staff. Some of these students
could also be moved to Duncan J. Especially those students who would be coming from the North Elmsley area.

11/5/2016 7:55 PM

17 No need to ship grades 7-8 to SFDCI (specifically from Lombardy PS) if there isn't proper classroom structures
available. Moving them to the HS into portables, doesn't make sense if our numbers are not effected this year. Add
one portable to LPS to allow for overflow instead of all portables at the high school. Portables are not a safe zone for
elementary students in a high school setting.

11/3/2016 4:22 PM

18 You are trying to do too much too fast. You are not giving sufficient time to sit down and go through all these changes
thoroughly. You are rushing and in another 5 to 7 years you will be back in the same boat. Same as the changes
made in 2007, we are seeing the effects of those changes.

11/1/2016 5:37 PM

19 I do agree with the closures of the smaller feeder schools, but there must be ways that they could be split up and
attend the other school, not highschool in grades 7-8, if the attendance is down for some school why not just add
more students to them.

11/1/2016 7:39 AM

20 Closure of Wolford. The theory of moving 7/8's to SFDCI. 10/31/2016 12:54 PM

21 The number of elementary schools for the Smiths Falls feeder group of schools be reduced from 5 schools to 4
schools with the closure of Wolford School. The current attendance boundary for Wolford School be consolidated with
Chimo School, with the exception of an eastern portion that will be consolidated with Merrickville School (North
Grenville Feeder group). A single “dual track” attendance boundary be introduced at each Smiths Falls feeder group
elementary school in accordance with a phase-in/out process to confirm enrolments for organizational planning

10/31/2016 10:39 AM

22 I agree with numbers 1,2,4 and 5. I have a concern about number 3. I do not wish to send my student to SFDCI
starting in Grade 7. Lombardy Public School is not at capacity and therefore should not be affected by this change.

10/31/2016 9:51 AM

23 1. The number of elementary schools for the Smiths Falls feeder group of schools be reduced from 5 schools to 4
schools with the closure of Wolford School. 2. The current attendance boundary for Wolford School be consolidated
with Chimo School, with the exception of an eastern portion that will be consolidated with Merrickville School (North
Grenville Feeder group). 4. An eastern portion of the attendance boundary for North Elmsley School (Perth Feeder
group) be consolidated with Chimo School.

10/26/2016 11:01 AM

24 Why are the children from the schools that are closing being fed to Chimo which is over capacity 109% rather than
Duncan J Schoular which is at 48% capacity. We could divert the children from the closed schools to DJ as well as
implementing EFI in all schools then the children won't be made to go in portables at the highschool.

10/26/2016 9:07 AM

25 You will be taking away my sports, dances, little gym time and my grade eight graduation. Did any of you think of this.
Moving us to An already overcrowded school.

10/26/2016 8:01 AM

26 I understand that some schools need to be closed due to numbers. As sad as it is, reality prevails that the cost is not
justified in some cases.

10/25/2016 9:33 PM

27 5 10/25/2016 8:51 PM

28 Chimo elementary School is way too overcrowded. Moving the 7/8s and adjusting the immersion would allow for the
numbers to fall more evenly amongst the schools. I would suggest that K-3 instead of K-2 be moved back to their
"home schools" to help with overcrowding of Chimo, especially with closures of Wolford and North Elmsley.

10/25/2016 5:48 PM

29 I agree to close schools if they have 100 or less students in each school. 10/25/2016 3:21 PM

9 / 34

2016-17 UCDSB Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review Online Survey



30 I do agree schools with lower enrolments should be closed. I think you are moving to fast. One step at a time. Is there
room at SFDCI. No. why should kids be moved to portables? And no gym time. Why are Wolford and north elmsley
going to Chimo? Why not Duncan J? that way you don't have to disrupt more schools. I think these meetings are going
to get us nowhere. Your minds are made up without I am sure no visits to any of these schools.

10/25/2016 12:42 PM

31 I agree that it makes sense to accomodate children within the remaining system. But - at the same time, I strongly feel
that some schools accept far too many students when there are alternates available. The influx of junior kindergarten
has upset the balance in many schools and I believe there should be a limit to the number of any grade admitted into
a school. Schools should not be in the position to have to reconstruct and add portables every year to make room for
kinders.

10/25/2016 12:36 PM

32 Moving children to the high school with portables is not recommended. Also SFDCI does not have enough space in
their gym. Why when you knew that sevens and eights were to move to the high school eventually did you not build a
new gym and classrooms to handle this influx.

10/25/2016 10:08 AM

33 I agree that closures have to be done but I can't see why grades 7/8 in the smiths falls area can not stay in the
elementary feeder schools. SFDCI doesn't need anymore portables and there is no room or schedule times for things
such as gym.

10/24/2016 11:24 PM

34 Wolfed school should be closed. 10/23/2016 2:52 PM

35 SFDCI should not be a 7-12 school. The school at the beginning of each year can hardly accommodate for the
massive amount of new, mainly grade 9, students.

10/21/2016 5:02 PM

36 Support closing of Wolford and dual track phase in. Do not support 7-12 model at sfdci. There is only one gym, not
enough bathrooms and no sufficient separate area for 7's and 8's, even with the introduction of a portable pack. Kids
are successful and thriving as leaders in their k-8 schools and even with the closing of wolford, the feeder elementary
schools are not at full capacity. There is no need at this time to move 7/8 children to the high school.

10/19/2016 10:48 PM

37 Close Wolford. Do not move 7-8's to Sfdci. I don't want my children mixed in with the older children. 10/15/2016 8:19 AM

38 I support all but point 3. 10/15/2016 7:13 AM

39 Closure of wolford and designation of new boundaries 10/14/2016 11:35 PM

40 #1, #2, #4 If schools are too small to be sustainable, then they should close as long as bussing distances and length
of time on the bus are not unduly hard upon the students.

10/14/2016 11:34 PM

41 I support closing wolford and north elmsley school: Sections 1, 2, and 4. I do not support moving the grades 7-8's to
sfdci. I realize the only way to get an expansion/addition built onto Sfdci is to have the 7-8's there, but based on the
conditions and needs of other schools in the boards, I feel that that an addition would be many years in the future. I do
not have an issue with 7-8's at a secondary school in general, but the space is not, nor will it be in the near future,
available at SFDCI. At this time, I do not understand recommendation #5.

10/14/2016 9:11 PM

42 #1,2,&4 I support #3 I support but would want more information. #5 I do not understand. 10/14/2016 9:00 PM

43 I'm in favour of closing Wolford school if it is indeed in the best interest of the students and the budget. 10/14/2016 7:38 PM

44 If schools are running with very small numbers they should be closed and resources allocated to larger schools.
SFDCI cannot accommodate grades 7&8 at this time. Leave them at their current schools!

10/14/2016 6:09 PM

45 Against grade 7-8 attending SFDCI 10/14/2016 5:21 PM

46 Grade 7 and 8s to remain at their respective schools. Secondary school environment is not appropriate for this age
group.

10/14/2016 4:51 PM

47 I support the closing of Wolford PS. I support the idea of moving grade 7-8 to SFDCI; however I have serious
concerns that there is not enough space at SFDCI at the present time to accommodate the number of grade 7 and 8
students that would be moved. I would like to see evidence that SFDCI has adequate space for these students now
and in the foreseeable future before this change is made.

10/14/2016 4:23 PM

48 Closing small community schools will effect learning as you will be just cramming more kids in another school.
Schools with 30+ kids in a class some with behaviors are not being support enough as it is and you want to put more
in a class?

10/14/2016 4:10 PM

10 / 34

2016-17 UCDSB Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review Online Survey



Q61 If you indicated in Q3. that you do not
support the Draft Recommendations, please
use this space to help us understand what

could be done to improve the
recommendations.

Answered: 158 Skipped: 161

# Responses Date

1 There is no need to overcrowd the high school in order to accommodate children from feeder schools whose schools
are currently not over capacity. I can see the need, if closing one or more feeder schools, to have those children
migrate to a nearby elementary school, but at this point, SFDCI is comfortably full and having unsightly portables and
less gym time for the 7 and 8's because they are now sharing with an overbooked high school gym is unacceptable.
This was the reason I moved to the Smiths Falls region as opposed to CP and Kemptville, because my child would be
in a K-8 school. I will consider withdrawing my child and placing in the Catholic system where they will not overcrowd.
Put the needs of students first. Please keep SFDCI status quo.

2/8/2017 4:00 PM

2 Save Wolford My parent went to Wolford Myself, my siblings all went to Wolford My other relatives are there now and
love it Another relative was at Merrickville PS but was having a rough go. is now at Wolford and loved it please keep
the school open

2/8/2017 3:58 PM

3 Keeping schools open provides children with the support they need closing them make classroom sizes to large and
children fall behind and suffer. To many children mean bullying can't be properly watched for, my child is finally in a
school that doesn't put up with anything after been bullied for well over 3 years. Closing this school is a horrible idea.
Small doesn't mean unsuccessful

2/8/2017 3:57 PM

4 I do not agree with sending children to highschool in grade 7. They already are forced to grow up way quicker than
need be. Sending my 11 year old child to highschool is not something I look forward too. I understand they are
separated but they still take the same bus amounting to more than an hour of exposure to highschool students, which
will include social interactions. Being that the highschool is already overcapacity, I am not overjoyed at the fact that
my child will spend the next two years or more in portable classrooms. A middle school such as Chimo as when I was
in school seems more appropriate than forcing out children to grow up faster than society already does!

2/8/2017 3:56 PM

5 Save Wolford I attended JK to gr8 and loved every minute of it! It was small classes everyone got along an were
freinds! I want my child to have the same feelings I do about wolford! I want to keep my family's roots in wolford!!! Plz
save the school

2/8/2017 3:55 PM
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6 Letter received: This whole process has been an interesting one. Right from the start, many of the schools that are
slated to be closed were blindsided by the recommendation. Many, ours included, did not see it coming. How could
the board be so heartless to recommend ripping the heart out of so many communities? I understand that you have to
follow ministry guidelines but there has to be a better way. In the business world, all successful businesses have one
thing in common; they use proactive thinking instead of reactive thinking. Proactive thinking would have allowed the
board to see these problems coming so that they could plan how to curb the outcome in a way that would benefit the
board, the schools, the communities and most of all, the kids. It has been clear from the start that the board has 10000
empty seats, so the board recommends closing schools. They write a report, list all the schools that they want to close,
and then put this report in front of the public. Obviously there is a great uproar. Parents and community members
sound the battle cries! They start to make presentations on why you should save their school and sacrifice another.
They get petitions, they go to their MPPs, they go to the papers they do whatever they can to 'SAVE THEIR
SCHOOL". Why do they act this way? It is out of fear. Fear that their school will be closed . Fear that their children will
be on a bus for 3 hours a day. Fear that the community that they grew up in will fall through the cracks of society and
forgotten. Fear is the ugliest emotion; it has a way of bringing out the worst in people. There is another way. The
proactive way. If I was planning this process out the first thing I would do is look at the problem. Why is there 10000
empty seats? What are things that these underutilized schools have in common? Has board decisions created an
atmosphere to pull kids out of certain schools and put them in others? Is it a population thing? What are the goals for
the community with low enrollment? When these questions get answered you go to step 2. How can we bring
enrollment up? Maybe partnering with a preschool? Once you find possible solutions, the board, the trustees and
members of the community can make a plan for the school and community to be successful. All of these questions
should have been asked before the board sent out the recommendations to make all of these school closures. All that
the UCDSB has accomplished has been fear and anxiety through their district. And there has never been a good
decision made out of fear. I was part of the UCDSB for all of my education. I really felt that there wasn't anything
better anywhere else. I was giving every opportunity that I could ever imagine a kid would need out of a school board.
I grew up trusting that the UCDSB has good intentions, and always had the best interest of every student at its heart.
After going through this process my opinion, as well as many others opinions are beginning to change. I have lost
respect for the board's decision making ability. I have lost trust in them that they have the kids best interests, as well
as the communities that they represent, at heart. I am completely embarrassed to be part of a process that from the
start has brought out the worst in people. In conclusion, I strongly urge our trustees to put a hold on this process.
Take a year; tell the UCDSB and ministry of education that out of respect to your communities, the solution needs to
come from the ground up. Not the other way around. Our school board has the potential to be one that is admired
throughout the province, the country, and the world . But we must be careful to make decisions that draws more kids
and families in, not drives them away.

2/3/2017 4:35 PM

7 Email received: I am a parent of children attending Lombardy Public School and would like to voice my concerns
regarding the board’s draft recommendations for the Smiths Falls Feeder Group of Schools. My oldest child will be
immediately affected by these changes if they are implemented within the recommended deadline of September 2017
as one of the students transitioning into Grade 8 at Smiths Falls DCI. I am extremely concerned about the timeframe
in which these transitions will be implemented. The decision will not be made until March which only leaves five
months for the implementation and planning of these changes. As outlined in the report these changes are being
recommended for the following reason: "Improved student access to optimal facility conditions for the Smiths Falls
feeder group of schools, including an addition/upgrades at Smiths Falls DCI." It’s also stated in the report: "In
conjunction with the 2007-08 system-wide Boundary 2020 Pupil Accommodation Review, Smiths Fall D.C.I was
approved by the Board to become a grades 7-12 school pending the availability of sufficient space at the school." I
understand these changes are forthcoming however I have serious reservations with the time frame as to which they
are being introduced and am not confident at this point the SFDCI has “optimal facility conditions” and “availability of
sufficient space at the school” by September 2017 given that the current utilization rate is 97%. I would prefer a longer
transitional phase to ensure the SFDCI is in a better position to accommodate this influx of Grade 7 and 8 students and
their needs. It is also difficult to support a move at this time as there has been very little information given about what
the school environment will be like for our Grade 7 and 8 students at SFDCI. We as parents have many questions
about this as do our children and right now there don’t appear to be many answers. I also think all of the schools
affected by these board recommendation could benefit from a longer transitional period.

2/3/2017 2:28 PM

8 Save Wolford Because my child goes to Wolford and loves it, has great support here to help with learning needs! We
left MPS my child hated it there bullying was a HUGE issue that was not felt with sending MORE kids there I believe
will only hurt many more children

2/3/2017 2:11 PM
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9 Save Wolford My child attends Wolford PS and I would hate to see such an amazing school close ! My child gets so
excited to go to school and I can see why. Every morning the teachers, principal, EAs, office admin and even the
custodian take the time out of their days to say hi and greet every student they see ! All of these amazing people work
together to create such a welcoming and joyful environment for all the students to grow happy, healthy minds. Growing
up I went to Chimo and DJ, I feel like if I would have had the chance to go to a school like Wolford it would have
completely changed my outlook on the education system. I was constantly cramped into over crowded classrooms,
fighting to get the teachers attention and it made me feel like I as a student, didn't matter. I don't ever want my child (or
any other kids for that matter) to feel that way at school. The staff at Wolford all work so hard every day to make the
students feel special and that they are important - why would anyone ever want to dim that light in these kids? I
support keeping Wolford open & would be so incredibly disappointed for all the staff, students and parents if they were
to close.

2/3/2017 2:11 PM

10 SAVE WOLFORD !! Has the board taken into consideration the number of rural students it will lose, when the parents
choose to keep their kids local and send them to the Catholic Board? Not only the board will create more surplus
space by closing Wolford but would loose funding as we will transfer our taxes to the Catholic education. Wolford has
true value !!! Keep Wolford open

2/1/2017 5:03 PM

11 I do not support the closure of Wolford. The recommendation states it would offer better educational opportunities, this
will not happen if Wolford is closed. Wolford is an ideal school that the board should be using as a template. Wolford
operates under budget, there is no issues with bullying, students excel at standardized testing by the teachers target
teaching approach, students get over the mandatory physical education each day and a music program. The teachers
and support staff love teaching at Wolford and is shown in the low turn over of staff, no stress leave, etc. Wolford is a
family, it is a generational school in which families have chosen to send their kids to Wolford. My family went to
Wolford, I went to Wolford, my kids now go to Wolford. Closing Wolford and bussing the kids to an already
overpopulated urban school would hinder the education of our children. Putting the kids on a bus for over 72 minutes
one way !!! Seriously. The children would have to be up extremely early to get on the bus, they wouldn't be able to
partake in extra activities after school due to the lack of timing, no time for homework and no family / community time.
Parents would have to find childcare to accommodate the change in busing which would be an additional cost. I can
say for myself and a number of other parents at Wolford, we will keep our kids local despite what the board wants, we
value a rural education and have already looked into switching the kids to the Catholic Board. The board is concerned
about surplus space, they should factor in a large percentage of Wolford students switching boards, so think about
those lost spaces!! How does the board plan to transition students with learning and/or medical needs? These kids
and the parents need time to plan. Switching schools will be hard on these students - there will be no time to plan,
when a school is already dealing with the transition of a complete school. My child has medical needs in which the
board has no policy or procedure in place for, so it is years of training for the EA's and support staff, principals,
teachers and transportation. This isn't something that can be learned over a couple days before school starts! By
closing Wolford the Board would be losing a valuable asset. Busing the students to larger schools in urban areas
would impact the students’ attentiveness, learning potential and ability to participate in extracurricular activities. Also
the parent involvement would decrease significantly as some may be unable to travel the greater distance to the urban
school.

2/1/2017 3:14 PM

12 I strongly disagree with the 7-12 at SFDCI at this time. With such a short amount of preparation time, there is no way
that things can be organized and ready for a proper, stress free transition for students OR staff. It is unfair to send the
students into a chaotic situation, let alone have make-shift portables for classrooms and a staff that has been re-
organized on short notice. The students will suffer while all the logistics get sorted out throughout their school year.
Does not make sense to rush the process.

1/31/2017 9:11 PM

13 Wolford must stay open! It is a quality school that is already bought and paid for! If the problem is low enrolment, the
trustees must work with staff and the municipality to find the root of the problem and come up with lasting solutions!
Rural residents are becoming the most ignored minorty group!

1/31/2017 8:54 PM

14 The current high school in smiths Falls is not big enough to house the 7/8's that would be coming. I don't feel that it is
appropriate to put these students in a portable. All other schools that have had 7/8's come in have had appropriate
space to house them within the school! I feel portables is not a good idea!

1/31/2017 8:06 PM

15 Treat students as human beings with needs and not as a number on a page. Every child should be given the same
opportunity in their learning environment; amount of gym time, time in the computer lab/library, an environment where
they are known by all the staff. Look into school populations on a regular basis and change boundaries if one school is
overflowing and another nearby is underutilized. Why bring in portables to house students when a nearby school has
room? Does it save money to have portables, each with their own heating system and hydro? You should consider the
amount of time children are expected to sit on a school bus. Is there any way that with boundary changes the students
have a reasonable travel time? Have all schools offer identical programming. Why have some with French Immersion
and some without? Why should students have to leave their friends and home school because they would like to learn
in our two official language?

1/31/2017 7:10 PM
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16 Treat all students as deserving of equal consideration. All students should have a washroom available that does not
require the students to go outside in all kinds of weather. Get rid of the portables, take a careful look at populations
and place students in schools that have similar sized classes. Changing the school boundaries. Keep students in their
home community and keep the busing times down so that students do not have to sit on the bus for over 1 hour each
way.

1/31/2017 6:51 PM

17 I don't support the closure of Wolford School. I think the grade 7's and 8's be left at Wolford. School boundaries should
be respected. That meaning if you want to cross a school boundary , you should provide transportation, not school
board. For example , buses picking up kids within the Wolford boundary and transporting them to Merrickville. Also ,
there are an increasing number of births in the Easton's Corners , Jasper area, many of the former students who
attended Wolford in the "overfull" days are now having kids. Kids raised in a rural area tend to stay or return to that
area when they start families. Before and after school day care could be an option to help increase attendance.

1/31/2017 5:33 PM

18 Slow down and take the time to do it right. Don't move grade 7 and 8 students from the schools they are part of to be
segregated in portables at a school where they won't feel like they belong. Don't take away their opportunities. There
will be less opportunity for students to play sports or be involved in leadership programs due to the number of students
and the limited availability - example: 1 basketball team instead of 5 = 15 kids get to play instead of 75 Don't pack our
children in like sardines to maximize your funding but reduce operating costs. It will not be good for their learning
experience. 6 portable will not fit all grade 7 & 8 students. Class sizes will be enormous. Why not put the grade 12s in
portables and use their classrooms for the grade 7&8s?

1/31/2017 2:43 PM

19 Save Wolford I went to wolford. A lot of memories. All in all was an amazing school 1/31/2017 10:55 AM

20 Save Wolford My children who are at Wolford Public School have special needs and the staff at Wolford are
exceptional and fantastic at what they do to support my kids. It is rare to find a school with staff so dedicated to their
students and parents!

1/31/2017 10:54 AM

21 Save Wolford My husband attended this school and so did our children. When our children went to high school they
benefited from the start of their education that they got at Wolford school. They exceeded in their education in high
school because of what they learned at Wolford school and the teachers were very impressed at North Grenville that
they had such a great level of education at elementary level and that it showed in their comprehension at the high
school level that made a great difference in their learning capability. So please keep this school open for the future
children in this area as it does matter. Children deserve the best education that they can get and that happens to be at
Wolford school.

1/31/2017 10:52 AM

22 Save Wolford my siblings' kids need this school in their community 1/31/2017 10:50 AM

23 Save Wolford I'm signing because myself and my siblings went to wolford and now my child is too! 1/31/2017 10:46 AM

24 Save Wolford Wolford School gave our children a wonderful start in education. I hate to think kids of the future might
be forced to take long bus rides to larger schools, where they would be treated as lower class individuals "from the
county", as opposed to the wonderful, supportive environment they could thrive within at Wolford.

1/31/2017 10:43 AM

25 Save Wolford This is where i attended school and my sibling still attends this school! Would hate to see such a good
school close!

1/31/2017 10:39 AM

26 I feel that the schools that are bought and paid for are still in very good condition. You need to save Wolford and you
should be keeping the rural schools open rather than shipping all the kids all over and stuffing them into portables.
The school board allowed the number of students to decline by letting publicly funded transportation to go across
boundaries to pick students up.

1/31/2017 5:03 AM

27 I do not support the draft recommendations. Rural communities need to keep their schools so they can continue to
attract new families. SAVE WOLFORD!!! Also if the board cared for our kids well being, then why would they consider
moving the 7 and 8s into an over capacity high school?

1/31/2017 4:55 AM

28 I think the ARC Public Meetings that it's a joke that all trustees do not have to be present. If you look at the meeting
January 30 at SFDCI, there was 4 out of 12!! This makes it seems the other trustees do not care about our local rural
schools. The board states it values community input - but yet the board chooses not to be present for the input!

1/30/2017 6:42 PM

29 Please don't close my school! I love my teachers, my friends are all there & I love everything, the play ground, the
gym & my whole school!!!!!!! Don't make me go somewhere else!

1/30/2017 9:50 AM

30 my parents choose to send me to Wolford as they know the value that Wolford offers. I am able to reach my full
learning potential by having time with the teachers, they know my learning style, there are no bullies and I am able to
participate on all sports teams and clubs. I don't want to be on a bus for over 72 mintues on way. there are no bullies,
all the kids get along and we help each other. The big kids know the little kids, we are one big family.

1/30/2017 9:17 AM

31 Keep kids local - offer daycare for families 1/30/2017 8:46 AM
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32 I grew up in Jasper and went to this school, my friends and family went to this school, their kids are going to this
school. It's very much a part of the surrounding community and should continue to be. Sure kids could get an
education anywhere, but a quality education? An education where their teachers know them and their families, how
they are, how they work, what learning methods are best for each individual child? No. Closing Wolford, or any of
these rural schools will rob these children of THAT kind of education. Do you want these kids to have the right kind of
education? Or just "any kind of education"? To the people trying to close this school, do you have kids? Do you want
the absolute best for them? Then put yourselves in our shoes, because this school is what's best for ours.

1/29/2017 9:24 PM

33 As a soon to be parent, I don't want my younger child forced to go to an already over crowded school that's too far
away. Start school for kindergarteners is already tough enough, I refuse to send them on a bus for an who knows how
long of a ride. My child will grow up on a farm in rural Ontario, and should not be forced to travel into a large town to
attend a public school!

1/29/2017 9:09 PM

34 Kids deserve better! Rural schools are needed. Over crowding in schools needs to be eliminated. Portables should not
be a solution.

1/29/2017 9:09 PM

35 It's a wonderful country school. It's just not going to be the same experience for our local children without it. 1/29/2017 9:08 PM

36 Save Wolford For my future children. 1/29/2017 9:07 PM

37 Save Wolford As a past student of wolford I can appreciate the small class student to teacher ratio. I was hoping to
have my children attend wolford. The importance of a smaller school gives children a sense of community that we are
in danger of losing

1/29/2017 9:07 PM

38 Save Wolford Our school is the heart of the community and the students there are the future of our community. the
power to be seem to want rural schools go the same way as the family farm. People send their kids there because
they value the quality education provided, as proven in their provincial testing. Has anyone suggested cutting a bit of
fat from the budget at board level?

1/29/2017 9:06 PM

39 Save Wolford Closing this school and sticking kids in an overcrowded school to save a few bucks is not an
improvement to the quality of education these kids will receive. As a taxpayer that does not have any kids in the
school system I still want to support the availability of local schooling for our community. This small school is a big
family and maybe there isn't a column for that in the boards financial spreadsheets but it is invaluable to the kids and
the community as a whole.

1/29/2017 9:05 PM

40 Save Wolford We need to keep local neighbourhood schools!!! 1/29/2017 9:04 PM

41 Save Wolford I went to this school, my children went to this school and I would love to have my grandchildren go to
this school.

1/29/2017 9:04 PM

42 Save Wolford I grew up going to this school, so many memories and great small town school! 1/29/2017 9:02 PM

43 Save Wolford I'm signing because I want this school to stay open for my grandchildren. 1/29/2017 9:00 PM

44 Save Wolford I am signing this because all my Grandchildren go to this school and they love going to school and
learning .

1/29/2017 8:59 PM

45 Save Wolford My husband went to this public school and also cause it woukd be a shame to have yet another school
close down

1/29/2017 8:59 PM

46 Save Wolford My children went to school there. We need this school. 1/29/2017 8:54 PM

47 Save Wolford We need to have country schools out there where the kids get better teaching and students know there
teacher more on a one on one bass

1/29/2017 8:53 PM

48 Save Wolford My kids are always excited to go to school and come home happy; actions speak louder than words 1/29/2017 8:51 PM

49 Save Wolford My kids are always excited to go to school and come home happy; actions speak louder than words 1/29/2017 8:50 PM

50 Save Wolford Think about the children. 1/29/2017 8:48 PM

51 Save Wolford A school is more than just a class room, it"s part of our community 1/29/2017 8:47 PM

52 Save Wolford No room at Chemo for more kids. Education will suffer 1/29/2017 8:47 PM

53 Save Wolford Wolford was my graduating school, it is such a great place for kids to learn and grow with one another.
Great staff, great school. Let's keep it !

1/29/2017 8:45 PM

54 Save Wolford I'm signing because I know many people who have attend Wolford Public School and I've never herd
anything negative

1/29/2017 8:44 PM
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55 Save Wolford I believe small rural schools are essential to the educational needs of the children in the area. Providing
children with smaller classes allows teachers and support staff to ensure each child is maximizing his/her education. It
also allows for learning issues and styles to be identified quicker, which can assist children. The likelihood of bullying is
less when teachers and support staff are able to foster closer rapports with students. Shorter transportation times
allow children more free time after school to participate in activities, which helps them grow up to be well-rounded
adults. Also, it allows them to sleep longer in the mornings. Studies have proven this makes a difference for children
and their ability to learn. Local rural schools allow children to foster a sense of community and feel they are a part of
something bigger. While money will always be a large deciding factor in these types of decisions, children's futures
should also be given plenty of weight. They are part of the future generation and should be given the opportunity to
receive the best possible education.

1/29/2017 8:43 PM

56 Save Wolford im signing because this was my first ever school and the teachers and peopl in are just so great and id
hate to see it go

1/29/2017 8:41 PM

57 Save Wolford I pay taxes for this area school! 1/29/2017 8:40 PM

58 Save Wolford There are better savings to be found provincially that need to be addressed before we start closing
schools. This is what irresponsible spending & green energy actually costs.

1/29/2017 8:39 PM

59 Save Wolford I'm signing because I went to Wolford for 10 years and loved being there. I had so much fun and
achieved so much during my time there. I hope other kids get the same opportunity that I had there.

1/29/2017 8:38 PM

60 Save Wolford The schools they plan to send these students to are beyond capacity and because the bus ride these
children will need to endure is unacceptable.

1/29/2017 8:37 PM

61 Save Wolford We need to keep all of our rural schools open! Our rural communities have already been hit hard
enough. One size school doesn't fit all!

1/29/2017 8:35 PM

62 Save Wolford Im signing because larger class rooms and over crowding is hurting the children we need smaller class
sizes

1/29/2017 8:34 PM

63 Save Wolford They need this school, maybe principals should take a pay cut to keep them open there are more
people coming to our country.

1/29/2017 8:33 PM

64 Save Wolford The schools where our Wolford students will be bussed to are already extremely over loaded now. The
bus ride would be likley an hour to truck students into smiths falls, this is a bad bad Idea to close this school as well
other small country school. The students in rural country schools are happy and thrive and yes everyone knows each
other by name this means alot.

1/29/2017 8:33 PM

65 Save Wolford There are enough children to keep this school open. It's impractical and nearly cruel to bus many of
these children as far as they would need to be, in order to attend an alternate school. I feel that this would be a terrible,
hasty, and illogical decision to make, if this school is closed.

1/29/2017 8:31 PM

66 Save Wolford Went to this school growing up as a child. Best little country school out there ❤ 1/29/2017 8:28 PM

67 Save Wolford Everything about this school is amazing, 100% needs to be kept open! 1/29/2017 8:27 PM

68 Save Wolford My niece's and nephew's go to this school and are thriving there. 1/29/2017 8:26 PM

69 Save Wolford I'm an alumni who plans on sending her future children to this school. I know students who currently
attend and love it. I am also a qualified teacher who knows the benefits of reasonable class sizes. I am also
concerned over bus travel times.

1/29/2017 8:24 PM

70 Save Wolford I went to this elementary school and think the small and intimate environment helped me learn and grow
to become who I am today. I would hate to see kids have to travel further to school and miss the chance of a small
school environment. I love Wolford!!

1/29/2017 8:23 PM

71 Save Wolford My children deserve to stay at their school with their friends and smaller classrooms. We don't to lose
the family atmosphere

1/29/2017 8:22 PM

72 Our classroom sizes are already to large in town!! Let country schools be!! 1/29/2017 8:21 PM

73 As a soon to be parent, I don't want my younger child forced to go to an already over crowded school that's too far
away. Start school for kindergarteners is already tough enough, I refuse to send them on a bus for an who knows how
long of a ride. My child will grow up on a farm in rural Ontario, and should not be forced to travel into a large town to
attend a public school!

1/29/2017 8:20 PM

74 I place a high value on our rural public schools and a reasonable ratio of students /teachers. It is so important that we
have good role models for our children in this age group as it plays a very important role in shaping the values and
ethics that they will posess for all of their lives. A lot of that is lost when we shuffle them around like cattle.

1/29/2017 8:19 PM
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75 As a rural child there is nothing better than being able to go to school in a rural setting. The size of the playground, the
quality of teachers who actually knew your name and could say that they watched you and your siblings grow from
kindergarten on, and the sense of a community within the school is a rarity. If I still lived in the area there is no other
UCDSB school I would want my child attending than Wolford. By shutting this school down you'd be negatively
impacting so many lives. From teachers once again on the job hunt, to children being bussed further than required, to
the quality of education and one-on-one time in the classroom being non-existent, to the parents who may now have
to rearrange before/after school child care - this is a bad move. Stop merging to be bigger and more 'efficient'. Keep
small schools producing quality children and fostering jobs open.

1/29/2017 8:17 PM

76 Having taught both in dual track and single track schools, let me tell you there is a huge concern for me as a teacher in
a dual track system. For the students, the core french program was basically gutted by the immersion program as
parents saw the immersion program as 'elite'. Schools were forced to combined 1-3 and 4-6 core classes in their
staffing plan. This was a nightmare for programming and the number of IEP students with high needs was so
drastically skewed to that of the french immersion programs, that it was not a great learning environment for students.
It pitted teachers against each other and against admin as nobody wanted that assignment. Terrible situation for
students and staff wellness, which is one of UCDSB's core values of CREW if I'm not mistaken. In terms of balance for
students and teachers, being on the english side of the core program, I was expected to teach math, language, and
science in one half of the day. It was next to impossible to tackle all of these high content areas in that block of time,
and honestly it seemed really unfair that the french side of the program was given arts, gym, and social studies. It was
completely unbalanced. It was not great for students.

1/26/2017 6:33 PM

77 I do not support the draft recommendations. From the information I have researched there would be no need to close
Wolford Public School and send students elsewhere. It is my understanding that around 15% of the possible students
that should attend Wolford public school are picked up by a bus and transported cross border to Merrickville Public
School . It is my opinion that if we did not provide transportation to cross border students, Wolford's student
population would be above 65% and of no worry. The school itself is in good physical condition. Also it is my
understanding that in the fall of 2017 in school preschool/ daycare will be an option, If Wolford residents had this
option I feel that there would be more families that are able to send their children to Wolford instead of taking them
outside of the boundaries. Also if French immersion option is implemented at each school , Wolford has the room to
allow this to happen without major costs and overcrowding. From what I can see of our local community , a lot of the
people who were children in the 1980's(when Wolford had portables for overcrowding) are returning to their rural roots
to start their families, which is normal for those who have been raised in a rural environment and want their children
raised and educated in the same way. It would be a tragedy to close this school which is the heart of our rural
community prematurely. Currently within 1/2 of km of my residence there are 5 children under the age of 7 (2 already
attending Wolford). Again, from parents who attended Wolford in the 80's and 90's. People return to their
roots!!!Please don't be short sighted.

1/25/2017 6:02 AM

78 For starters the category of Wolford PS should be changed to at the very least a 2 as the schools proposed to house
the students are already overcrowded A daycare facility could be housed in the school which would increase
enrollment and the boundaries changed to reduce the overcrowding at both Chimo and Montague. The return of
french to the curriculum would also help enrollment as would putting a stop to buses crossing the boundary lines to
take students out. The lack of the budgeted repairs being completed in 2015 and 2016 leave me wondering if the
decision to close Wolford was not made well prior to this flawed system of review that has withheld information from
ARC members and put up road blocks at every opportunity. The green space and opportunities for expansion are
unlimited on this property of which your records don't accurately reflect the size. I have no doubt that if the school
board was to work with the parents and residents of Wolford that the school could be saved.

1/18/2017 11:27 PM

79 I do not want my child attending SFDCI. Chimo is ridiculously overcrowded as it is. My child has been in a portable for
consecutive years.

1/17/2017 8:54 AM

80 In no way is my child ready to be in the high school environment. My child would be in going to Smiths falls. They do
not and will not stay at home alone after school. It is no coincidence that children are smoking cigarettes and doing
drugs at younger ages. You are throwing them into an environment where it is all around them. Keeping children little
longer is the only way to protect their young minds and hearts. This change would also mean I would lose half my
income to be home in the pm.. DO NOT MOVE GRADE 7 to high school.

1/9/2017 2:52 PM

81 Don't know why the students from these other schools can't go to dunkin j. 1/4/2017 8:12 AM

82 Local kids should go to local school. In suitable class sizes, children have a better learning experience. Packing kids in
over crowded class rooms and portable SHOULD NOT BE AN OPTION

1/3/2017 10:53 AM

83 There needs to be a change in category for the Smiths Falls feeder group. The high school is not big enough to
handle the grade 7-8s from its feeder schools. As stated there will need to be up to 6 portables added to
accommodate them. At the current time as stated there is not enough room for them on site without using the soccer
field. This would be taking away from the quality of education that the children will receive. Therefore I move that the
changes for the Smiths Falls feeder group be changed to a category 2 situation.

12/21/2016 11:54 AM
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84 Over the last 10 years, with declining enrolment, and increased technology, how many staff jobs have been lost in the
UCDSB? With the fewer number of students and proposed fewer number of schools, it's time to consider cutting 2
super intendants and saving $350 000. This point should be added to the PAR

12/21/2016 11:54 AM

85 How many students does the UCDSB expect to loose to the catholic board if it goes through with these school
closures? 25% of rural students? An over populated Chimo no doubt would drive some Smiths Falls kids to the new
catholic school that is proposed. It is very possible that the board could be sitting at 10000 empty seats at the end of
these proposed changes.

12/21/2016 11:53 AM

86 If Wolford school must close, why are the students going to Chimo which is already overpopulated and will probably
continue to be. Could they not going to Duncan J Schoular which is much less populated. Sending Gr. 7/8 students to
SFDCI when currently there is insufficient space and students would be moved from good classrooms to portables.
Initially when 2020 was brought in Gr.7/8 were to be segregated from the rest of the high school population so to put
them into the high school where there is no separate wing does not fulfil the original mandate. If Gr. 12 were to be
suddenly moved portables could create ill feelings towards the Gr. 7/8. As well gym is currently used to the max with
some team practices being held in the evening, how do you propose fitting in 6-8 intermediate classes into the
already full schedule. Putting immersion into each school will affect staffing greatly. Currently it seems difficult to find
immersion teachers and especially supply teachers. Secondly will this create triple grades in either the English or
French side if not sufficient number of students. If students are allowed to join Immersion in later grades will they be
behind and struggle academically and will they get their hours for graduation from high school.

12/16/2016 3:45 PM

87 There is no room at SFDCI for extra students. You have no gym availability, limited washrooms and now a lot more
portables. An addition should be added and then move 7-8's by 2020. Why are students from North Elmsley and
Wolford going to Chimo. Why not Duncan J. Where are you getting additional French teachers for these new French
classes. As it is when spares are needed they are English speaking teachers not French because there isn't any.

12/8/2016 8:45 PM
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88 Email Received: Over the weekend I have found myself asking myself how affective has the ARC process been so
far? We have had 3 meetings, orientation, our first public meeting, and our first working meeting. So far I feel that the
meetings have been setup in a way that we don’t truly get enough accomplished. During the public meeting there
were eight spots for presentations. This means that at a PUBLIC meeting there was only truly 8 opportunities for the
public to voice their concern. During our working meeting, even though we were working in groups, it didn’t seem like
we accomplished anything. The first half we had discussions on the presentations and for the second half we
discussed the surveys. At the end of the meeting we were left with no real tasks or anything, just to wait until the next
meeting in January. I didn’t sign up for this, just to show up to meetings and summarize others’ thought. I thought this
process was going to be about getting to the bottom of our real enrolment problems and try to find real solutions that
could help make our students, and school board achieve great things in the future. Issues with the process There has
been many people point out the flaws about this whole process. From not having enough time for one board to
properly process the information and public opinions to the lack of true public input. I understand that the process is a
“ministry thing” but I just question whether or not our Super Intendents and our elected Trustees have pushed the
ministry back on this flawed process. In any other organization that I have been involved with, recommendations start
from the grass roots. There should never have been recommendations made with out at least consulting with the
public first. This process has angered many rural communities in all parts of Ontario. One of the biggest concerns is
the fact that the school board, with this report, is pinning schools and communities against each other. I have already
heard of one family that has pulled their kids out of one of the proposed schools to be closed, and moved them to the
Catholic School board. The reason, their school, in their presentation was throwing other schools “under the bus” to try
to save their own. This is not the lessons that this particular family wanted their kids to learn so they pulled their kids
from the board. I can see exactly what this family sees. We want our kids to grow up with respect for each other, not
trying to tear each other down to make themselves look good. But out of this process, this is the kind of behaviour you
will get. It is “survival mode”. I know from our last work meeting, sitting at the table with our Smiths Falls feeder family,
even though the other schools sympathised what closing Wolford would mean to our community, as long as they kept
their grade 7s and 8s, they would be fine. These are conclusions that this process and survey will bring up. It shouldn’t
be like this. This process should be about first, finding the problem, and then finding a solution. What are we trying to
accomplish Do we have the right number of schools for our students? I say yes. Are they in the right place? Given the
right policies, again I say yes. There is a reason that schools where put where they are when they were built. Times
have changed and I believe the school board and the ministry have not kept up with the changes. Has there been
more children leaving to go to other boards? Is this a trend that we need to change? What is the minimum acceptable
size for a school? Some of the problems that I see effecting rural schools If our school actually had full attendance
from our area we would be close to 90% capacity but instead we are sitting at about 60%. Our biggest issue is that we
are losing kids to French immersion in CHIMO and we have a big number of kids that are crossing boundaries
because of Day care. My solution is that I believe the UCDSB should be doing more work with the current government
to provide early day care in each of the school districts so we don’t lose kids because of that reason. During the last
election the current governing party stated that they would provide $6500 per child to go towards early child care by
the fall of 2014. The UCDSB should be doing more to set these positions up in the rural schools where these services
are not provided. Also by bringing dual track FI into Wolford, we will gain some more of our students back. Another
problem that I have seen that has not been addressed is the overcapacity schools. I can’t help but feel that kids that
are overcrowded would suffer. The report did not address this problem at all. Why is that? Is this report truly all about
money? Is our school system becoming a system based on how cheap we can pump kids out? Where to go from
here? That is a good question. I feel that during this process we should be sitting around the table with all the
Superintendents, Trustees, and representation from the ministry. How can we make this happen, I don’t know. But I
feel that in order for our trustees to make an informed decision, they will need more than our little 2 page report at the
end of this ARC process. We need to come up with solutions that keep kids in their communities. We need to have
schools that instead of having classes with 30+ student as long as the average is 23, to schools where there is a MAX
class size of 23. We need schools that are able to provide our student with all the opportunities that classes before
them had. That means phys ed, music, updated tech, ect. We should not be taking away from our student because of
fear of a budget cut. As parents, Superintendents, and Trustees, we need to stand together, united, and find solution
that will work best for all students and communities alike. If we close these schools, it would be detrimental to their
respected communities. I understand that currently our government is trying to cut cost to try to meet their budget, but
don’t take it out on the kids! I have included our Trustees, Superintendents, as well as many others that I feel can have
valued input. Feel free to forward this email to anyone who could have positive input.

12/7/2016 11:07 AM
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89 Communication and transparency are very important when making such a large amount of changes. I believe the
board has failed on both of these two things. Employees should have been given a heads up, even if it was in the form
of a stand up meeting by each principal or email from the board office before this hit the newspapers. I found out that
employees could be bumped or laid-off through a friend on Facebook. The board needs to think about the Wellness of
its employees! Then the board didn't provide a clear job description of the ARC members, gave only general answers
to questions sent to the board. The board has given the public the feeling that they are hiding information, having their
own agendas and not caring what the public / communities think. I am not a fan of the dual track in each school. Most
schools are struggling to find appropriate French teachers and by dividing all the schools into a dual track will become
even more difficult. I do not want to see my children moved to the high school until there is adequate space to house
them, NO PORTABLES! Portables leave our children at risk, as they walk through the playground not supervise and
they spend their day in a less clean environment (they are difficult to clean and are often neglected by the custodial
staff). Slow the process down and start communicating better with your staff, parents and communities.

12/7/2016 11:00 AM

90 Email Received: My husband and I have heard that there is talk about potentially sending the 7/8's to Smiths Falls
high school. We would like to vote against this decision. Our oldest just started at Lombardy public school and already
we know we made the best decision to send them there. My child is currently a cross transfer student and I drive every
day just to be at this school instead of the ones in town. We want our kids to complete their elementary schooling in a
rural school so they could have a relaxed country school atmosphere without overcrowding. We don't agree with
sending them over to the high school. We should allow the 7/8's to be kids as long as possible without the older
grades so close by as influence. We have more children yet to start school and would love to know that they will be at
Lombardy until they transition into high school.

12/5/2016 9:39 AM

91 Email Received: My children currently attend Chimo Elementary school in the French Immersion stream. We reside
not that far outside of Smiths Falls. I am writing in concern with my child with special needs potentially attending the
high school. One the high school is not big enough for these students as there is only 1 gym and the school is at or
close to its maximum capacity as it is. Which would mean that the students in 7 and 8 would be in portables – which
are not the most ideal for students (they are cold in the winter, warm in the summer and if you have to use the
washroom you must go outside then back inside). The other issue the safety of my child not while at school but the
bus ride to school going with much older children who could potentially take advantage. I understand that you are
trying to get the most out of the schools you have but you are putting my child at risk. What measures have you put in
place for students travelling on the bus? I know that other regions have completed these changes but I want to know
how they have dealt with this situation? Stop thinking about nickels and dimes and think about actually putting a plan in
place that addresses the kid’s needs. Thank you.

12/5/2016 9:38 AM

92 I am a graduate of Wolford PS and my Mother was a teacher for many years. I can't imagine this school closing. I feel
this is shameful - the ongoing merging of schools and classrooms, treating students as cattle, is working against what
young minds need. I graduated grade 8 with 12 students. We were a grade 7/8 class of approx 26 students with two
teachers. I doubt this new system can hold the 1:13 teacher to student ratio, which I feel is desperately needed for the
personal attention, growth and support of the students. We see this happening in other districts and in the US,
students are more disengaged, less eager to learn and are more prone to depression. In other countries such as
northern Europe, we see different tactics, smaller classrooms, various learning environments and a happier, more
intelligent population. Keep the small schools.

12/5/2016 9:36 AM
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93 Email Received: Please see attached concerns for Wolford PUblic School: 1. If Wolford school closes and the children
move to Chimo there are children aged 3-12 looking at a 60-70 minutes bus ride, this is not acceptable for young
children. 2. Wolford is a 3rd generation school, parents and grand parents have gone to this school and it will greatly
affect the community. It is so nice to have a school close to home with a family atmosphere. You can go to this school
and know all the parents and children in this school. I remember my child in kindergarten walking into the school and
the principal calling kids by name, you would not get this in a bigger town school. 4. It is also easier for the children to
know all the teachers and who they were going to have teach them each year. They gain more respect for their
teachers when they get to know them. 5. By moving the children to Chimo which is already over capacity, the board
will have to install portables which will be an expense and inconvenience to students. Wolford is already a well
maintained school. 6. Rural children are different than town children, they are used to having a large grass yard and
their own team sports to play on. In Chimo how big are the class sizes and are there special needs children in the
class, usually there are not enough assistants to help in the classroom and the educational learning suffers as a
result. 7. Wolford just received a huge remodelling of the kindgeraten room 3 years ago. This school does not need
any more improvements to remain open. 8. There are lots of children upcoming in the next 5 years in this area. People
are moving here because they want their children to go to a rural school. 9. Wolford has always had a very strong
community support, there are lots of grandparents that volunteer there and the community supports the school and
events that take place there. 10. Wolford needs to have French immersion brought back as there are a large number
of children in this area that are going to chimo and Duncan Schoular school that could go to wolford and save busing
fees. 11. Wolford has a music class supported by the community that no one else has in this area. 12. My hope is that
you do not close this school and then in 5 years realize this was a mistake and have to reopen it, which would be
costly to the Board. 13. SFDCI is also over capacity so by moving the 7's and 8's there , you will need to add
portables, which is also an expense. Where is the review of costs for adding portables vs. leaving the schools open?
14. Montague school is over capacity, why are these children not being moved to Wolford? Is this really in the best
interest of the children?

11/26/2016 2:45 PM

94 Do not send any grade 7 or 8 to high school. Send effected students to other schools that have the ability to take these
students, without the use of portables. These portable structures in the school yards are a large billboard to show the
failure of the board to anticipate the correct enrollment numbers. These extra students on the site in portables
contribute to the shorting of the live span of the infrastructure of the main building, more foot traffic on the stair treads,
the ratio of student per square foot increases, rendering the Hvac systems undersized, and the calculating of fresh air
per minute per person tool little , increasing sickness, and contributing to more absenteeism. for students and staff.
There would also be a need to have more wash room facilities and that may prove to have other issues with the facility
piping systems. You should have a look at how much space the board administration uses at their head quarters,
move some of the resources out of the head quarters, reducing the cost of operations for non class room
resources....... remember the main goal is to educate students. Closing schools while operating a large service and
resource facility in Brockville, is taking monies from the front the class rooms and misses the goal of providing a great
education at the lowest cost. I understand that there is room in a site in Smiths Falls to accommodate the students
from the sites that are closing, with out the extra cost of installing the large billboards advertising the fact the numbers
were wrong when the sites were built. Your plan is only a temporary fix........is it that you only need a temporary fix
until after the new Catholic sites are open and the boards are amalgamated ?

11/26/2016 2:42 PM

95 Email Received: I am a student at SFDCI. I know for a fact that we don't have enough room for grade 7s and 8s and
none of us want the grade 7s and 8s in our school. And we don't want to in a class in a portable, or want the grade 7s
or 8s in portables either.

11/25/2016 2:22 PM

96 Instead of bringing in portables to house the Wolford P.S. and North Elmsley P.S. students at Chimo, why not get rid
of the portables at Chimo (which need to be individually heated and provided hydro) and send the excess students
from Chimo out to Wolford P.S. and North Elmsley P.S. where the schools are already being heated and provided
electricity. Students not following the French Immersion program will not be placed in multigrade French core classes
as the The quality of life will be better for all students. * Over crowding would not exist. No need for portables at
Chimo. * All students will have the time in the school gym for daily physical education. All students would be able to
participate in physical activity in a gym for 30 minutes daily. * Teachers will be able to get to know all students in the
school and students would know all teachers. This makes for a family community style of learning. * Students will have
an acceptable bus ride length. * Country/farming students will be able to arrive home in time to help with the family
farming business. * Parent volunteers will have an acceptable distance to commute to help at their child's school.

11/25/2016 2:15 PM

97 bringing in 7 and 8 to SFDCI is not a good idea as there is no room for these students and I will not have my child in a
portable for two years... was in a portable in previous school for 3 years. I feel there is so much that can be done and
enough parents that do not agree to this at all. Our kids are happy where they are and why move them for more stress
in there life...they are not separated by any means...I have seen and heard how this affects children and the outcome
has not been good...involved in way too much that they don't need to see at there age and they are not ready to move
to high school. These schools are like a family and the kids feel happy and safe where they are.

11/25/2016 2:14 PM
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98 I do not agree with moving grades 7-8 to the high school. I prefer my children staying at Lombardy with a play ground
and a school that integrates all grades. Looking after the kinders, volunteering with school activities and chores and to
continue with reading buddies is the exposure I feel is needed and wanted to make children more rounded. From what
I hear there is no room at the high school and don't feel building portables is a fair trade ??? What do the kids have
access too for recess? I hope it's not to stand outside and talk on their phones???

11/25/2016 2:05 PM

99 Leave grade 7 and 8 st the public school level. I DO NOT want my child attending a high school. Period. Kids grow up
too fast as it is, leave them to grow their confidence at the public school where there are less expectations. Combining
schools/school closures are about the bottom line financially - NOT about the about the child's best interests. Very
disappointing...

11/25/2016 2:03 PM

100 Quite simple! Bring French Immersion to more schools in Smiths Falls! By only having 1 school offering French
Immersion how could you not forsee this problem of over crowding?Chimo is busting at the seams.Great school,I have
a child who attends there.If the plan is to add more children who suffers?Students & teachers. Portables are hardly a
great learning environment.I was lead to believe a child's education was the number 1 priority,sadly this is not the
case

11/17/2016 11:44 PM

101 I do not see the benefit of moving children from a school like Lombardy where they have actual classroom space and
a school yard for their recess time to a high school where they will be housed in portables and have little to do but
stand around during their recess time. A portable is not an "optimal facility". Perhaps the school boundaries should be
reviewed so that Chimo is not the only school taking the overflow from schools that might be closed.

11/17/2016 11:07 AM

102 I do not support moving students into portables at SFDCI. Do not move forward with the 7 & 8s moving to SFDCI until
an addition is built.

11/15/2016 9:46 AM

103 Email Received: My primary concern is that you are closing North Elmsley and Wolford schools and diverting students
to Chimo when this school is at over capacity (109% over capacity -in actuality it is already at 540 students (in 2016)
which is 121% over capacity) when you have a school a few blocks away (Duncan J. Schoular) which is underutilized
at 48%. With the addition of Early French Immersion in all schools I feel that the 7 and 8 students could in fact remain
at their respective schools rather than go into portables at the high school. Chimo does not need any more students as
its common spaces are at over capacity which is affecting gym times, lunch hours and having to add four portables.

11/14/2016 1:13 PM

104 Not a fan of Gr. 7/8 being integrated into high school 11/9/2016 11:43 AM

105 Email Received: As a parent from the Lombardy Public school community I am very concerned and feel very strongly
about keeping grades 7 and 8 at Lombardy Public school. It is my desire that my children stay as long as possible in
our local country school where education is at its greatest. Put education and community first by not moving the 7/8’s
from Lombardy Public school.

11/8/2016 1:54 PM

106 Email Received: As a parent from the Lombardy Public school community I feel very strongly about keeping the 7/8's
at the elementary school level. I went to Lombardy until grade 6 and then had to go to Chimo for 7/8. My siblings
however were able to stay at Lombardy as 7/8 was added on by then. They had a much better experience staying in
the smaller country school than I did heading into go to school to town. I think it's great for the 7/8's to be good role
models and leaders with the younger students and we want our children staying sheltered and protected in our
'country' school for as long as possible. I'm also not sure how this helps the school board financially save money? If
anything this decision would cost more! In the same letter we find out about school closures and then shuffling 7/8's. It
doesn't make sense to me. Thank you for your time.

11/8/2016 1:21 PM

107 Email Received: Grade 7s and 8s shouldn't be in high school. If you really don't want them in elementary school then
build a junior high or middle school. The school board can raise money for the middle school, just please please please
don't put the grade 7s and 8s in SFDCI because none of us want them in our school.

11/8/2016 1:19 PM

108 The part we have the largest opposition to is Item #3. We would MUCH prefer that grade 7 and 8 be left at Lombardy
School

11/7/2016 10:32 AM

109 1. By Closing Wolford School and moving the children to Chimo which is already over the occupancy limit, you would
have to add portables to Chimo, how does this save money when Wolford is already paid for and fully maintained. 2.
Most of the children are between the ages of 3-11 and now they will be faced with a 60-70 minute bus ride, this will
also cost money for busing.

11/5/2016 4:57 PM

110 The board needs to base their findings on current and up-to-date data instead of relying on extremely dated
information from 60's and 80's. The dated information skews projections. It's important that if the board is going trigger
substantial impacts to the students, staff and members of the community by closing schools, that the numbers that
provide the basis of those decisions should be accurate.

11/4/2016 11:45 AM

111 Please define "sufficient space", adding portables to the high school is not sufficient space. 11/1/2016 5:44 PM
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112 I don't believe that our school is under populated. Classes are at a great size and I like the smaller school atmosphere.
I don't like the high school atmosphere for grade 7-8 students, they already grow up to fast socially and this just feeds
into it. I believe we are doing a dis service to our children and students as a whole with making the move of 12-13 year
olds in with high school students. Let our kids remain kids for as long as we can.

10/31/2016 7:34 PM

113 There is no space at SFDCI for the grade 7/8's from the feeder schools - 96% utilization. This would mean they will be
housed in portables, which is not the best situation for the students. They will be leaving their own schools, losing out
on the chance for Grade 8 "status" and all that goes with it, to be shoved into portables and not really "belong"
anywhere. I have no problem with 7/8's moving to the highschool, but they need to be accommodated appropriately.

10/31/2016 12:54 PM

114 Should there be space in SFDHS, I may feel differently, however, I do not support the students being taught inside
portables. I feel that they would not benefit from the facilities that SFDHS would have to offer and would be loosing the
facilities of Lombardy. The students experience would be diminished and they would have to pay the price for the
board wanted to save money. This is definitely not a step up for the grade 7 and 8 students. An extension to the high
school may be warranted or a repurposing of some existing space inside the existing high school may be warranted.

10/31/2016 11:12 AM

115 I also DO NOT AGREE 10/31/2016 11:07 AM

116 These children (7-8) are too young and vulnerable to be placed in the secondary school environment. They do not yet
have the maturity to deal with the social issues which come about in a high school environment.

10/31/2016 9:48 AM

117 We chose to send our child to a rural school because it is the lifestyle that we want to provide our child. We are an
agriculture family and believe that going to a rural school reiterates our way of life on a daily basis, with the green
space available for our children at recess to the way the teachers approach their style of teaching to incorporate their
surroundings. By you deciding to take our kids out of a rural school to send them into town to an already over
populated school, I believe will take away some of the rural values that we so strongly believe in. Elementary
education as you know is a very important beginning to the way our youth grow up and I hope that our kids get to grow
up in our wonderful, awesome, respectful school to become wonderful, awesome, respectful adults with a love for rural
living.

10/28/2016 9:34 AM

118 keep 7/8s, put more students in the school and don't close it because it has good edication and has great teachers
and helpers and other people that work at the school also the students and the teachers love the school and their
jobs.

10/27/2016 7:58 PM

119 I am not sure what could be done other than building an extension to CHIMO, but I do have issues with Grade 7
students being schooled alongside grade 12 students, Let's try and keep our kids young as long as we can . I also
worry about the room at SFDCI, washrooms, hallways, lockers and no gym time or sports available for young children
due to lack gym availability. SFDCI is already over capacity, what would adding even more students do? I think that
plan is very shortsighted. I think in time we will see more people from the city moving to our town or surrounding area
and we will need to eventually accommodate for that, so a solid plan should be put in place for long term growth.

10/26/2016 6:53 PM

120 I totally disagree with sending grades 7-8 to the high school which is already at 96% of capacity. We should be doing
all possible to keep our kids in a protective environment as long as we can. The intimacy of a small rural school
education is so valuable for child development and sending them to high school in large numbers fails to recognize our
kids need to feel they belong to a group and feel valued during their pre-teen years.

10/26/2016 4:53 PM

121 I do not support the following Draft Recommendation 3. 3. Grade 7-8 students for the Smiths Falls feeder group of
schools attend Smiths Falls DCI as a grades 7-12 school as previously approved by the Board through the 2006-07
Boundary 2020 Review. Elementary schools provide an environment where the foundation of learning is built. It
provides unique opportunities for leadership with respect to learning cultural, physical, and emotional diversity. Grades
7 and 8 at Elementary school provides programs to develop leadership qualities with younger grades and soft skills
with their peers required to navigate the coming years in High School. Placing Grade 7 and 8 in a High School
environment does not help to progressively develop leadership and the soft skills.Thrusting Grade 7 and 8 students
into a High School environment is not a progressive approach and is akin to trial by fire.

10/26/2016 11:01 AM

122 How can you keep smaller classroom ratios by closing our school and sending them to an already full school? 10/25/2016 10:21 PM

123 My biggest concern regarding this beyond the actual closures if schools is moving the grade 7/8 population to SFDCI.
This school was already built too small to accommodate the current student base. Any other students brought in will
be in portables. That is a large number being facilitated outside of the main building. There is also inadequate space
as it is for students to eat lunch. High school students are forced to sit on the floors in hallways as the "cafetorium" is
much too small. If we cannot house the students that are currently enrolled how are we going to accommodate
hundreds more?

10/25/2016 9:33 PM

124 I do not agree that 7/8 grade be moves to high schools. 10/25/2016 3:21 PM

125 I do not support the movement of grade 7 and 8 students into the high school. Grade 7 and 8 students do not need to
be exposed to drugs, alcohol, smoking, sex, etc., at a young age.

10/25/2016 2:55 PM
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126 As above, limit enrollments at each school so that a balance can be reached. Programming fro older kids gets put on
the bakc burner to support the daycare centres that make up Kindergarten. Grades 1 to 8 need physical education,
art, music etc. I see that slipping as the influx of younger children move through the system. I don;t see much forward
plannign going on.

10/25/2016 12:36 PM

127 I don't want to ride the school bus for more than an hour, please don't close my school. 10/25/2016 8:44 AM

128 I try out for all the team sports for Chimo. There are a family of schools that each have their own team if we move to
the high school, then there would be only 1 team. Most of us would not be able to play on school teams then.

10/25/2016 8:44 AM

129 Leave grade 7 & 8s in the feeder schools. 10/24/2016 11:24 PM

130 Chimo already has so many students that students are stuck in portables and now some are in the staff room. This is
absurd. Eliminating grade 7 & 8 from Chimo and absorbing almost 2 other schools is just going to make the school
more packed with kids and have more portables brought in.

10/23/2016 7:51 PM

131 Do not move 7/8 to portables. If there are excess spaces then we shouldn't need portables. 10/23/2016 2:52 PM

132 Rural schools should stay open to keep their students in a comfortable environment. 10/21/2016 5:10 PM

133 I don't think it's right to close a rural school and ship the kids into town and shove them into a school that is already
overcrowded. Wolfed school is a part of the community and there is a reason people send their children there, it is
where I intend to send mine when they are that age.

10/20/2016 12:29 PM

134 It has always been my understanding that children learn better in a friendly, pleasing atmosphere. When children are
going to a school where the teachers all know the children's name, who their siblings are and who their parents are
this makes for a very comfortable place for the children to learn and grow. My children went through a growth spurt at
Wolford where there were up to 34 children in the classrooms and portables added onto the school. This made for a
very chaotic time. The teachers and children who had to work out of the portables did not always feel like a part of the
school. I feel that the schools should not be overcrowded and children should be able to go to school in their own
neighborhoods.

10/19/2016 11:42 AM

135 Wolford pupil school is a great school I don't want to see it close 10/16/2016 6:42 PM

136 I do not support the draft recommendations due to extended bus ride times, class size concerns and the specific
school that my child would have to attend. It has been recommended to me that my child not attend public school in
Smiths Falls by a respected source.

10/16/2016 5:06 PM

137 Please leave the 7/8's at their elementary schools or at least the schools in each region that are not going to be
affected by an influx of kids from the feeder schools (ie. Lombardy)

10/15/2016 7:13 AM

138 Keep grade 7 and 8 at the elementary level in schools that have the space. For example Lombardy will not be taking in
a large portion of new students so grade 7/8 could still be accommodated. In general I dislike the idea of younger
students combined with high schools, feel not enough is done to protect and support younger students in a high
school environment, and the creation of a "junior" level school with grades 7/8 or even 6/7/8 would be a better
alternative.

10/14/2016 11:35 PM

139 #3 I believe that small rural schools should keep grades 7 and 8 to keep enrolment high and costs down. I agree that
larger schools reduce costs and are more flexible and dynamic, cutting out two grades from an elementary school will
be counter to this philosophy. #5 I am not as familiar with this recommendation

10/14/2016 11:34 PM

140 I personally believe grade 7/8 is too early to be entered into high school. The atmosphere is much too different for
children so young, as the differences in maturity level is so vast. I don't feel it's the healthiest or even safest option.
Younger kids would have to be separated, like in NGDHS, if this was proceeded with. Also, high schools are already
at over 100% capacity; it is better to have too few than too many students.

10/14/2016 9:17 PM

141 I would like it acknowledged that while it is great to save money it is not okay to sacrifice the quality of education. The
impact of these recommendations is not acceptable. As a taxpayer, I am more than happy to pay for the best possible
schooling for students. As a member of the community, I understand the differences between these schools, their
locations, and their school culture. I am an alumni and I would have felt out of place at Chimo. I chose not to go to
Smiths Falls High School because I preferred a rural high school (ADHS). I am also a qualified teacher. Students
need to feel comfortable in their learning environment. Many of these students will never feel comfortable in an urban
school. They need an alternative. As well, if you send too many students to Merrickville P.S then it may cause large
class sizes or lack of space. Please consider what the community wants. Please consider what the students want.
Taxpayers are invested in offering the best education possible. Wolford has a purpose. It is the best option.

10/14/2016 9:08 PM

142 I would need clarification on #5 recommendation as its not clear to me what it is. While I support #3 recommendation,
I worry about young children heading to highschool at such a young age and being exposed to things too mature for
them...would be interested to know more about logistics. Would there be some sort of segregation between grade 7/8
and higher grades?

10/14/2016 9:00 PM
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143 I am very displeased with the amalgamation of the 7&8s to SFDCI. Out children are growing up faster than ever
before and it saddens me to think that they will be exposed to such an environment at such a young age. It also
saddens me to see students put into portable classrooms as opposed to classes within the main buildings of the
school.

10/14/2016 7:38 PM

144 I think that it is unfair for children to have to leave their friends and be treated as a number by the board. Not only will
the children of the school being closed be affected. All children that have to change schools due to the new boundary
rules will also be affected. Parents are limited in this town to quality licenced child care and with the new boundary
changes they will be forced to find alternative care in order to keep their child in their current school. This also affects
jobs for those working at these centres. Rideau Childcare currently buses to North Elmsley, Chimo and Montague.
With the new boundary changes it appears that the Duncan J will be the only school that will be bused to, cutting the
enrolment of their before and after school program to almost nothing. Your decision not only affects students and
parents of the schools but many others in the community. Please take this into consideration when making changes.

10/14/2016 7:20 PM

145 Kids should be kids as long as they can. Grades 7&8 are probably the most difficult years. Grade 9 is enoughof an
adjustment.

10/14/2016 6:10 PM

146 Make the kids that live in the area of the school go to that school, with any over crowed schools send them to not so
crowed schools. I feel small number schools are the best most hands on an learning abilities come from thes smaller
schools!

10/14/2016 6:00 PM

147 High school is and always will be considered grades 9-12 as per every other province in Canada, Ontario is no
exception regardless of what you think. If you wish to move grades 7/8 from elementary then allocate them to their
own school classified as junior high, as New Brunswick has done for sometime. You state child mental health is a
priority but yet throwing grades 7/8 into the high school atmosphere will undoubtedly cause sever and substantial
mental health issues for all those students. I will be filing a motion against this as well as contacting all levels of
government.

10/14/2016 5:42 PM

148 Keep 7 and 8s at their elementary schools. 10/14/2016 4:51 PM

149 Since Merrickville Public school is so over crowded- why not reduce the border for Merrickville public school so that
more students can attend Wolford Public School. This is beneficial to ALL as class sizes are reduced for better class
teaching and will increase student interactiveness. This will increase student class sizes in Wolford without loss of the
teaching interaction and make the school more cost effective to stay open. Moving kids to already overcrowded
schools is a serious risk to students - academically and physically. One of our neighbours have kids that go to Chimo
and they are picked up at 7:30am!!! That is NOT reasonable for any kid to sit on a bus for 1.5 hours!!!!!! This decision
will hurt kids - as stated above all for money.

10/14/2016 4:38 PM

150 There is nothing wrong with the way things are. Just leave well enough alone. Consider our children as a human being
and not just a number!

10/14/2016 4:23 PM

151 Utilize this space by adding Speech or language into these schools as a hub and they can travel to the desired
schools when needed to support children. Offer daycare centers within a school with more than just before and after
care of school aged children

10/14/2016 4:10 PM

152 My child will live 10 mins from merrickville and 20 from smiths falls. Based on information we received last night our
child would be sent to chimo in smiths falls. This is insane! If boundaries should be set and respected it should have
started a long time ago and actually enforced. Wolford has a beautiful yard for children to play in and they should not
be made to attended a school in smiths falls. We live in the country so our children do not have to grow up in
populated areas, they should be able to attend school in those same environments.

10/14/2016 2:20 PM

153 Preventing families from crossing boundaries soooo much , as it makes the numbers of smaller schools too low while
others are over populated

10/14/2016 1:54 PM

154 Leave things as they are. Transporting our youngest and most vulnerable students to Smiths Falls is not acceptable.
Why should they be subjected to long bus rides when facilities are availabe in the immediate area. I would not want
my children to attend school I Smiths Falls. The children should be accommodated at Merrickville no other option.

10/14/2016 1:39 PM

155 Keep Wolford PS open. 10/14/2016 1:33 PM

156 An alternative recommendation that I have is to realign Chimo.borders so that more students go to Wolford (where
there is room)while easing the overcrowding at Chimo. This utilizes the space already available. Reducing class sizes
at Chimo may help improve their testing scores(grade 3 and Grade 6).

10/14/2016 1:04 PM
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157 This is a rural school loved by our community. I do not have a child there (yet!) but this school is what I want for my
child & my future children. Speaking to families who do have children there I see so many positives that is boogles my
mind as to why the board would even condsider closing. - NO BULLYING! Everyone is family. I have NEVER seen a
place with so much friendship & respect for one another - SMART KIDS! Take a look at the scores that come from that
school & then look at the honour rolls in the highschools of past Wolford graduates. - PLAYTIME! This school has the
largest green space I have even seen & it is used & loved! The kids also get the recommended activity time in the
beautiful gym. - BUS TIME! The bus ride is a HUGE factor in why this school is important. I could not imagine sending
my child on a hour plus ride just to school, in fact I WILL NOT. If this goes through I will be driving & cross boardering.
Which leads me to the negative -OVERPOPULATION - My child (not on the east side) will be directed to the
ALREADY overpopulated Chimo. Class sizes will be too large for proper teaching, bullying will rise, recommended
exercise & playtime will be DRASTICALLY reduced (and that is being positive since the gym & yard space can't
handle the students they already have) & the bus ride (for a child starting as young as THREE YEARS OLD!) will be
ONE HOUR PLUS! To me this is unacceptable. Potential fixes for our "under populated" school FRENCH
IMMERSION! - Why doesn't the board JUMP at this opportunity? Close to EVERY SINGLE JOB now a days NEEDS
FRENCH & ENGLISH! To me not having more French immersion schools in our board is SETTING OUR CHILDREN
UP FOR FUTURE FAILURE. We would also get the children back who are now crossing boarders (which is why our
numbers are lower then they should be) DAYCARE! - I know lots of families who cross boarders because thats where
the sitter is or there is in school daycare. Why not have a preschool added to not only help the families but to ALSO
MAKE MONEY! I mean this is all about the board making the most while spending as little as possible yes? Because
in this day & age we sadly care more about what is in our pockets instead of what our future (being our children's
education) needs! As a community we will stand together & fight this. But if we loose I can guarantee (because I WILL
BE DOING THIS) most families will cross boarder to other rural schools. We don't want our kids just another number.
We want our kids known by name. We want our kids to learn respect because they are shown it every single day. We
want our kids to take care of one another as they do now. We want our kids to have proper time to just be kids since
that doesn't last nearly as long as it should last. We want our kids to feel like they are making a difference in our
school, in our community, in our world. These rural schools give our children the tools they need to succeed in life in a
hands on in classroom & in the hallways way.

10/14/2016 10:44 AM

158 If you close Wolford School, it is a very long drive on a bus for the little ones to get to Smiths Falls. Chimo is already
over crowed, and does not have much of a play ground. Wolford has a large playground more time for physical
activities and gym time with a smaller group of children. Why not make a middle school for all the 7 & 8's instead of
over crowding the high school if they have to be moved out of the public school? Then perhaps you could merge two
public schools together in Smiths Falls and use one of them for the 7 & 8's

10/14/2016 9:19 AM
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Q62 If you indicated in Q3. that you have an
alternative to the Draft Recommendations,

please use this space to describe your
alternative(s) in greater detail.

Answered: 62 Skipped: 257

# Responses Date

1 Save Wolford I would like to ask the board "why close Wolford school when the board states there will be no financial
gain"? This statement is written in the draft report. With that being said it would actually cost the board more money to
bus the students to an urban school.

2/1/2017 5:26 PM

2 I do NOT support the draft recommendations. There are a number of alternatives we need to look at. 1.We need to
look at re-instating the boundaries that were taken from Wolford School in 2008 as part of Boundary 2020, this board
decision is what caused the decline in enrollment. We need to take back the western part of the boundary given to
Meadowview and the Eastern part that was given to Merrickville. 2. As stated by the board you cannot close a
neighboring school of a school that is overpopulated - Wolford shares boundaries with Montague that is overpopulated
and will only continue to grow, we need to look at moving the boundary for Wolford to accept more of the kids. 3. If the
board was to offer a fulltime onsite daycare it would keep kids in the area - the ministry offers money for this that the
board for some reason hasn't used. The board should consider this as a pilot project. This would increase Wolford's
enrollment. It would also save on transportation costs as there are a number of students that should be going to
Wolford that are picked up via bus that is going out of its en-catchment area. 4. By offering French immersion would
keeps kids local, by the boards decision to only offer this at one school forced parents to send their kids farther from
home 5. If the board was to look at the Community Use for public schools the same way it does for high schools, more
organizations and clubs, etc. would use the school. Having to pay overtime and insurance for a function is crazy. 6. As
stated in the draft Wolford operates under budget and there would be no financial gain - so why the closure??? You
would think it would cost the board more to transition these students and transportation. Has this math been taken into
account? 7. The board should think of changing Wolford into a multi feeder school as we live in an large rural area
where our kids could choose to go to Smiths Falls High School, North Grenville or Athens.

2/1/2017 3:14 PM

3 Regarding grade 7/8 students at SFDCI - not a good idea. There is currently no existing space- would require adding
portables for students. This would reduce outdoor recreational space at SFDCI. This would overburden limited
resources (eg. Scheduling for physical education in gym)-SFDCI currently at or near capacity-this is very different
from Pdci or rideaudhs where excess space already existed. Also is there excess home ec,shop class,or computer
space to accommodate an influx of 200-300 students? There are also washroom/cafeteria issues- don't want to totally
segregate grade 7/8 students yet they need to have their own space to develop away from older students who are at a
different stage of development (of concern is hormones and greater likelihood of being exposed to drugs). The
proposal is also contrary to reducing surplus pupil spaces at feeder schools, it would suddenly create a massive
amount of surplus pupil space. Existing feeder schools already have the resources in place to accommodate students-
washrooms, gym space, classrooms(NOT portables), library and computer labs,etc. I would recommend that the
ucdsb slow down the process and consider all aspects of proposed changes, otherwise in a very few years ucdsb will
realize they have created a large number of surplus pupil spaces and will need to rethink closing another feeder
school ( for example ).

1/31/2017 9:22 PM

4 It is the Future Pupil Accommodation Review. The important word being PUPIL. Why has the word Pupil as been
taken out of the equation by calling it the Accommodation Review committee? My suggestion is to move students out
of the overflowing schools in the area (Chimo PS. and Montague P.S.) by changing the boundaries and send them to
Wolford.P.S, and D.J. Schoular P.S. Equalize the school populations and get rid of the portables. Every child has the
right to being educated within a school building and not have the inconvenience to go outside to get into the school for
trips to the washroom, computer lab, and gym. Start in September 2017 by offering dual track all grades in all schools.

1/31/2017 8:17 PM

5 Change the boundaries for the schools in the area. Don't close Wolford P.S. when Chimo P.S. and Montague P.S.
populations are well over capacity. Move students around so that all can get a good education with teacher-pupil
rations that are good for the student education. Leave the Grade 7/8 students where they currently are in their
elementary schools until there is room within the SFDCI building to house them. This gives you the opportunity to
conduct a detailed study to see if having grade 7/8 in the high school setting is better for the students (being in a
separate part of the high school where there are only 2 grades) or if it is better for them to remain in the elementary
schools and learn the skills of being mentors to the younger students.

1/31/2017 8:02 PM
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6 The Township of Merrickville Wolford currently has 2 schools. Merrickville P.S. is in a different family of schools than
Wolford P.S. With the proposed closure of Wolford P.S,. more than half of the student population of the township will
be bused out of the rural township to a town (Smiths Falls). It would make sense to change the family of school
groupings so that Merrickville P.S. and Wolford P.S.are in the same family of schools. Why not amalgamate these two
schools? One is in a very small town and one is rural. These populations are much more similar that sending rural
Wolford students to Chimo a very overcrowded town school. Both schools offer core French so the programming will
not be difficult to amalgamate. Another possibility is to change the school boundaries so that Wolford P.S. students
have the option to go to Merrickville P.S. or to Meadowview P.S.I realize that Meadowview P.S. is not in the Township
of Merrickville Wolford but it does have the positive that it is a rural school. Again the core French programming would
be the same.

1/31/2017 7:37 PM

7 Leave all schools open that are asking to remain open. Make all schools dual track as of September 2017. Move the
school populations around so that every student is taught inside a school building. Boundaries certainly can be
changed. Excess students from Montague can go to Wolford P.S.and DJSchoular P.S.. Excess students from Chimo
can go to Wolford P.S. and D.J.Schoular P.S.. That way you now have 4 decent population schools instead of two
overflowing schools and two with low populations. Move all the now unused portables to one location and house the
UCDSB office employees in them OR move all UCDSB office employees into some of the empty schools in the board
(e.g. Frankville P.S.) OR move all UCDSB office employees into lower population schools (e.g. such as at Oxford on
Rideau P.S.)

1/31/2017 7:20 PM

8 I feel that your decision to close part of North Elmsley and all of Wolford and send both those school populations to
Chimo is going to create one school that is well over capacity and will not meet the needs of our children. 1. Change
the boundary of Montague P.S. , which is overcrowded, and have some of those students go to Wolford.P.S. 2.
Change the feeder groups to even out the populations in Leeds. 3. Put dual trackFrench into all the schools so that
the bleeding off of students to the FI program at Chimo will allow the students to be taught in their home community.

1/31/2017 6:42 PM

9 I have been following the Pupil Accommodation Review and ARC process with great interest as the decisions that will
be made by this Board, dictated by funding cuts inflicted by the Ministry of Education will clearly impact the small
communities in which these schools reside. While I live in the Athens feeder school area – my comments apply
across the board as these decisions affect not only the rural communities but the formative years of our future
community leaders and citizens. Can children be given the tools, programs and opportunities required to meet the
current curriculum while being housed in an inventory of facilities that are aging? I would argue that yes they can.
They can learn the curriculum required of them and they can learn life lessons afforded them as they do so in small
communities where enhanced opportunities for learning are offered through volunteers, partnerships with local
businesses, and all the other parts that make up a whole community – one that a school is an integral part of. The
Ministry of Education must work to meet the concurrent mandates of fellow ministries: Economic Development &
Growth, Environment, Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, and Municipal Affairs who, among others, all espouse the
necessity of investing in the viability of rural areas. Fostering vibrant rural economies by prioritizing a high quality and
accessible (ie. the right number of schools in the right places) education system is a must. If the Ministry of Education
has forgotten this, then I call on the UCDSB and all of its counterparts to stand up and remind them. Do what we ask
our young people to do on a daily basis; show good character and integrity and stand up for what is right. Demand that
funding formulas reflect the needs of all Ontarians, even those living outside the GTA. No changes should be made
without true and legitimate discussion with municipalities and the communities in which schools are located and the
citizens (no matter how young) who will be affected. Dialogue needs to be two way with a true back and forth and
sharing of ideas. Parents should not be asked to 'save their school'. Honest information needs to be shared. Are
proposed recommendations for moving children to schools without adequate space into portables a temporary
measure or are these going to be their quarters for a decade or more while funding priorities siphon their way down to
all affected schools? Are we being asked to accept these unacceptable conditions without a true say for our children?
Do whatever you can to put our childrens' needs first. Don't be short-sited looking only at what will bring this Board
more dollars in the short term. Show character always and create futures for all children in their communities. Lead
the way and stand up for learning for all.

1/31/2017 4:33 PM

10 Keep Wolford school open! Our kids need to go to school where we live, in the lifestyle we choose. 1/31/2017 4:28 PM

11 The school board needs to look at other ways for cost savings. Consolidate school board offices into already existing
and functioning schools. Sell off properties which are sitting vacant, or are used for storage, etc. Look at busing routes,
there is lots of overlap at this point due to cross border students, and french immersion hub schools. If all schools will
have the same french program within the next few years, busing costs should go down. Find ways to bring more non
school programs into schools to use the unused space. (daycare, etc) Please keep rural students rural. This is their
way of life, it is why we live here, we don't want to be bused into a town or city to go to school. Keep Wolford school
open.

1/31/2017 4:26 PM

12 - Keep the 7 and 8's at the elementary schools as there is not enough room at the high school (it is almost at capacity)
and there will be a lack of washroom facilities and there would be no gym for the students to use (as they have one). -
If the 7's and 8's leave a couple of SF schools still have declining enrollment as none of the school closure students
would be coming to those schools to make up for. - Reconfigure attendance boundaries so that student populations
are more equitably distributed.

1/31/2017 4:06 PM
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13 Keep the 7 and 8's at the elementary schools, change boundaries to redistribute students more equally and have each
school offer early immersion.

1/31/2017 3:53 PM

14 Since there is absolutely no room at the Smiths Falls High School to properly accomadate the grades 7 & 8's without
stuffing them into portables why not consider busing them out to Wolford Public School or Duncan J Public School
where they would be welcomed into a proper classroom & made to feel part of the school. It probably wouldn't cost
any more money to do that than putting up 6 portables & heating them. I think more time & planning is needed to make
such drastic decisions on the future of these students, portables are not a solution!!!

1/30/2017 9:46 AM

15 Since there is absolutely no room at the Smiths Falls High School to properly accommodate the grades 7 & 8's without
sacrificing their quality of education why not consider leaving the schools the way they are until you can properly
welcome them into a classroom & not just stuff them into portables. Since there is room at Wolford Public School &
Duncan J Public School why not consider busing the 7 & 8's out to those schools where they would be welcomed into
classrooms and made to feel part of the school. It wouldn't cost any more money than putting all those portables up &
heating them for the year! I think a lot more thought has to go into this process than just deciding in 6 months the fate
of these children's futures!

1/30/2017 9:28 AM

16 I do not support the draft recommendations. From the information I have researched there would be no need to close
Wolford Public School and send students elsewhere. It is my understanding that around 15% of the possible students
that should attend Wolford public school are picked up by a bus and transported cross border to Merrickville Public
School . It is my opinion that if we did not provide transportation to cross border students, Wolford's student
population would be above 65% and of no worry. The school itself is in good physical condition. Also it is my
understanding that in the fall of 2017 in school preschool/ daycare will be an option, If Wolford residents had this
option I feel that there would be more families that are able to send their children to Wolford instead of taking them
outside of the boundaries. Also if French immersion option is implemented at each school , Wolford has the room to
allow this to happen without major costs and overcrowding. From what I can see of our local community , a lot of the
people who were children in the 1980's(when Wolford had portables for overcrowding) are returning to their rural roots
to start their families, which is normal for those who have been raised in a rural environment and want their children
raised and educated in the same way. Currently within 1/2 of km of my residence there are 5 children under the age of
7 (2 already attending Wolford). Again, from parents who attended Wolford in the 80's and 90's. People return to their
roots!!!Please don't be short sighted.

1/25/2017 6:02 AM

17 My thought of bringing the 6,7,8's into Smiths Falls District Collegiate Institution may be some what of a large idea.
What if you were to look at making Chimo School Kindergarten to grade five or six. Then place all the six, seven, and
eights at Duncan J. School which may make a better idea. Creating room at SFDCI would require major renovations
with the possibility of building on more rooms as the parents would not agree with bringing in portable to house the
six, sevens, and eights. Where you have one school over capacity with portables now at Chimo School. And another
school at under capacity now at Duncan J. school. Had the insight of adding the six, seven, and eights to the High
School had of been taken into consideration at the time of building the new high school. It may be a lot easier to bring
those students in now. Please think about this and see if it would even be a better possible idea to consider.

12/21/2016 2:07 PM

18 Create two Immersion schools in Chimo and Duncan J Schoular With all these changes, you are trying to do too much
in a short time. Would it not be better to have a 3 or 5 year plan where you phase these changes in. You have so much
to accomplish in such a short period of time. Have serious doubts that it can all be done properly. Also concerned
where all these redundant principals, vice-principals, etc., are going to go. If you offer some an early buy out, how
much will this cost the board and ultimately the taxpayer. Many people I have talked to feel these public meetings are
just lip service fulfilling Ministry guidelines and the board is not actively listening to the concerns of parents and
educators. Also object to the concept that the trustees are to be observers in this process and cannot express the
concerns of the people who voted them in.

12/16/2016 3:45 PM
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19 Instead of consolidating students at Chimo where they are currently as capacity, students should be consolidated at
Duncan J. Schoular where they are able to increase their current capacity. I have great concern with moving grade 7
and 8 to the High School (included below) - my alternative is to utilize both Chimo and Duncan J. Schoular to
accommodate all children gr. k-8 to their maximum capacity. The Smiths Falls Catholic Schools will be building a
school to accommodate K-8 and if that is the case I would send my children (and rally all the parents to do the same)
to the local Catholic school if my option is the high school or to remain as children in the elementary school system.
OR - if there were a suitable addition to the High School to accommodate these children with their own entrance,
bathroom and gym - that would be a suitable alternative. 1.The high school was NOT built to accommodate 7&8's - it
was built just a year before this 2006-07 approval - it was built for the number of students attending and that number
has not declined. This was poor planning on the board's part. 2. I do not want my children attending a high school
accommodated by portables. 3. I do not want my children attending a high school where the gym time is at capacity
now. Physical Education is a key component for many children at school for many reasons, there needs to be available
gym time for the 7&8's. 4. There MUST be segregation of the 7&8's, I do not want my child fighting for space in the
halls with 18 year old boys - using bathrooms in the halls that are roamed by students even during class time. 5. I do
not want my children exposed to the drugs and fight clubs that are happening in the yard of the school. As it is now,
just walking through the parking lot exposes these 7&8 kids to pot smoking, loitering students. I do not want them
lured into the forest where currently there is a fight club organized. 6. I want assurances that these 11, 12, 13 year old
children will be protected during a very young, impressionable time in their life.

12/5/2016 9:41 AM

20 An alternative would be to offer French Immersion in all feeder schools rather than closing them. For example,
Wolford Public School is only a couple of kms from us, however, since we want French Immersion, our children are
bussed into Smiths Falls to Chimo School that is 15+ km away - and well over an hour bus ride. Keeping kids in the
school in the community in which they live is how communities thrive and are sustainable. So rather than closing
Wolford -yet offering French Immersion in the other Smiths Falls feeder schools that are not closing, I strongly
recommend keeping Wolford OPEN and offering French Immersion there too. An important benefit to keeping kids in
their communities is that it allows for Active Transportation (ie riding bike to school) which delivers long term health
benefits and habits. Additionally, our children can arrive at school ready to learn rather than sitting on the bus for over
an hour. (I'd be happy to share more information on the benefits of Active and Safe Routes to school).

11/25/2016 2:16 PM

21 Overall the Utilization in the Smiths Falls family of schools is pretty good at 89% or 253 spaces. But there does seem
to be an imbalance between the elementary school with both Chimo and Montague being over capacity while Duncan
J Schoular has a low utilization. Could cross boundary students be part of the issue? Maybe a study needs to be done
to see why families chose to attend a school other than their designated home school? Reasons will vary i.e.
programming (EFI, spec ed, course selection), child care, perceived reputation of schools both good and bad, after
school opportunities, sports, accessibility issues, etc. Then work on a plan to lessen the reasons for families to want to
cross boundary. For example if students are going to Montague PS because they have busing to Rideau Child Care
Centre while Chimo and DJ do not then maybe the board could look at a special bus from Chimo to DJ then to the
Daycare Centre. If it is for EFI then look at putting that program into more schools. If it is due to perceived reputation of
a certain school then work needs to be done to change that. In addition to looking at and lessening the reasons that
families choose cross boundary school maybe the board needs to be looking at tightening up the student cross
boundary school attendance policy as well as the Busing Empty Seat Policy. We should not be busing students if they
chose to cross boundary at all!

11/17/2016 9:03 AM

22 Wolford Public School be closed (future date to be confirmed) when and only when an addition is built (do not move
students into portables) on SFDCI as per the UCDSB Capital Priorities Plan to accommodate the 7 & 8s from all
feeder schools. When this happens the 7 & 8s from Wolford PS would move to SFDCI and the JK - 6 students would
move to nearby schools through boundary changes that would result in the least time on buses and would not result in
portables being needed at those schools to accept those students (Merrickville, Duncan J Schoular, Chimo, Montague
or Meadowview) and also based on the preference of parents.

11/17/2016 8:18 AM

23 The Food Basics Mall across the street from SFDCI is supposedly could be for sale after demolition - why doesn't the
board buy the property and build a junior high for the Smiths Falls/Lombardy family of schools. Rumour has it
portables for grades 7 and 8 are the only option if they are displaced to SFDCI. Who wants to learn in a portable! I'm
also told that gym time at the highschool is busy already with the highschool kids.

11/15/2016 7:24 PM

24 The students from the closed schools (Wolford & North Elmsley) should go into Duncan J. Schoular Public School.
Chimo is over capacity while DJ is underutilized. This would make it so that there isn't the immediately need to move
the 7&8s out of Chimo to make space for the new students and allow the move to the 7-12 model to not happen until
there is space at SFDCI or an addition is built and there is proper transition planning. Adjusting of boundaries should
be done to lessen the time for any and all students on buses. If Wolford did close those students could go to 4 different
schools depending on which area they live in - Merrickville PS, Montague PS, Chimo PS, or Meadowview PS.

11/15/2016 9:46 AM
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25 Duncan J Schoular presently has the additional space, unlike Chimo & SFDCI, to accommodate the addition of
students from both Wolford & North Elmsley. We can even accommodate the Grades 7 & 8's. This would alleviate the
need for building in the foreseeable future. Also, like these schools we are presently core French. Though I can see
the benefits of 7 & 8's joining the high school in terms of additional courses not presently in the elementary schools; 1)
the high school's building cannot accommodate the influx in volume without extensive renovations which would not be
necessary if keeping the 7 & 8's in the elementary schools. 2) the juniors & seniors benefit each other in many ways.
Seniors are mentors & of great assistance to both staff & students in daily activities throughout the school. Seniors
learn empathy working with their juniors.

11/14/2016 9:50 PM

26 The only part of the Draft Recommendations that I support is the closing of schools that are way under utilized. I agree
that students can benefit from being in schools that are full because more resources would be available. I however
disagree that the students from school closures should go to CHIMO where there is no available spaces and instead
should go to Duncan J Schoular. I also don't believe that 7s and 8s should enter SFDCI at this time or in the near
future as although they are not at capacity today they would have to install portables to accommodate this group of
students. From what I understand there is more than enough room to accommodate the students from Wolford and
those that would come from North Elmsley at Duncan J Schoular. Duncan J Schoular is a beautiful school that is
currently at about 50 percent capacity and if the proposal goes through as is it would stay at close to that for years. If
the students from the closed schools were sent here all the students would benefit as would the community as a
whole. More students means more programs and more student involvement in the community.

11/10/2016 10:38 AM

27 Please leave Grade 7 and 8 at Lombardy school...most DEFINITELY for the 2017-18 school year and preferably for
many years to follow.

11/7/2016 10:32 AM

28 It is recommended that rather opting for large-scale closures, the board could entertain alternative ways to increase
student enrollment via offerings of childcare, opening the school up to other community functions in order to generate
additional income, offerings of dual-core french to avoid losing students to out-of-district schools. Rural schools are
very important to their communities and removing them from the landscape will have far reaching affects for all
involved.

11/4/2016 11:45 AM

29 Since Duncan J Scholar school is not near capacity I would suggest that you use this additional available space. I am
not in support of moving the grade 7 & 8 classes to SFDCI as based on your current numbers this will place it 23%
over capacity and remove children who are currently in a school to a portable classroom

11/2/2016 9:30 PM

30 Lombardy school does not have a surplus of space currently. Perhaps adding 1-2 portables at Lombardy would allow
them to absorb some additional students from K-8. from closing area schools.

10/31/2016 6:49 PM

31 Why is Duncan J. Schoular not being considered for movement of some of the NEPS and Wolford students? Chimo is
overpopulated now at 109%. Even if you remove the 7/8's, it will still be close to capacity. Why not move to DJ where
they are at 48%. FCI is high for DJ but it is a nice school with nice grounds. How can Montague FCI be projected
(2029) at 94.4 when it is a beautiful NEW school currently at 25.7?

10/31/2016 12:54 PM

32 I do not agree with this proposal at all. If it is about busing and making more space - then why not move the grade
7/8's into Chimo. Look at the remaining space and fill it with other grades - flexible here because the elementary
schools in town are close enough. SFDCI will only maintain or grow in size because it is already becoming a place
young people are buying to have nice houses and work in Ottawa. The proposed plan has a closed vision - this would /
should / could solve a lot of "seats" issue.

10/31/2016 11:07 AM

33 Leave 7 and 8's where they are and let them be kids for a few more years. 10/31/2016 9:48 AM

34 1. Duncan J has over 200 surplus spaces. Chimo is over full. Can students be placed at Duncan J instead? 2. If
Duncan J offered French Immersion, there would not be a need for so many students to cross boundaries to take it at
Chimo. Same with other low enrollment schools.

10/28/2016 3:16 PM

35 -attendance boundary for Wolford or North Elmsley, or both, be consolidated with Duncan J Schoular P S to distribute
student numbers more equitably

10/26/2016 9:41 PM
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36 I do not support Grade 7 and 8 students entering high school to be placed in portables. Society is making our children
grow up TOO fast! They need to be kids in a safe environment and to join the next level when they are ready. I fear
that as you force them in to a new environment, they will have more mental illness issues due to pressure, there will
be more exposure to sex, drugs and other issues that they do not need to be exposed to until Grade 9. Teenage
pregnancy rates increase every year. It is not secret that drugs and alcohol is in an issue in our society. Exposing
them to this environment creates a very unhealthy environment! I think the school board needs to look at the
education that they provide. Portables are not a solution. They need to be in a proper building. Portables make
students feel like they are not part of the school environment, that they are segregated. It is sad that the Board builds
schools and then they end up adding portables or they put money into renovating schools and then they announce
closures. I also think that that if the school board is proposing to close schools they need to look at offering the french
immersion program at some of the rural schools. This may increase the attendance in the rural schools. It has been
noted in our area of the board that many students relocate to the urban school to be part of the french immersion
program. Then the urban school has to put up portables and has over excessive enrollment. Class sizes are too large
which has an impact on the student -teacher ratio. As a past french immersion student, I feel blessed to have had the
opportunity to take part in the program. Many of the students in the rural schools would love to take part in the
program but they do not want to re-locate schools. They live in the area that they do because their family chose to
move to that location. These schools have great communities. When students have to relocated to a more urban
school just to take part in a program it does not always work. The community and school are different. I really think the
school board needs to encourage higher levels of learning and the french program. Many jobs in this area and closer
to Ottawa require employees to be bilingual. The school board needs to start thinking of the future of students and not
just saving money. It starts with you. You create the foundation in these students along with a well balanced home
life. When you cut opportunities, safe environments and programming, you make choices that affect the students. I
would like to thank the school board for offering the survey. As you work daily with taxpayers dollars, it is imperative
that you be transparent, think of the great good, the impact on the students and what is best for the future of these
young minds.

10/26/2016 1:32 PM

37 Closing North Elmsley and Wolford schools and diverting students to Chimo when this school is at over capacity
(109% over capacity -in actuality it is already at 540 students (in 2016) which is 121% over capacity) when you have a
school a few blocks away (Duncan J. Schoular) which is underutilized at 48%. · With the addition of Early French
Immersion in all schools I feel that the 7 and 8 students could in fact remain at their respective schools rather than go
into portables at the high school. · Chimo does not need any more students as its common spaces are at over capacity
which is affecting gym times, lunch hours and having to add four portables.

10/26/2016 11:04 AM

38 If portables have to be moved in to the high school to accommodate the 7/8 students as well as the extra cost for a
principal for those students, why not just put portables at the elementary schools and leave the students there? I
would much rather my 7/8 student be in a portable at Lombardy Public school than in a portable at SFDCI. Please
keep them at their current schools.

10/26/2016 9:59 AM

39 They will have to put portables to the Highschools and the kids are separate with their own principal etc. etc. etc. Why
not just put some portables by other public schools? What is the difference? That way no one has to be moved other
than the closing schools and they get to stay in a public school. Kids already grow up way faster then they have to and
putting them in Highschools earlier is just going to create more problems. So again a very simple solution is to put
portables at the public schools that need them so the kids can stay and you won't need more principals only teachers.
Please don't move our children to Highschools at that young age. It will be crouded and your not doing anyone any
good. Portables at the Punlicschools is the solution. Thank you.

10/26/2016 7:01 AM

40 Leave the 7/8s in the elementary schools until such time that SFDCI can accommodate. 10/25/2016 9:33 PM

41 Make Duncan J a dual and have all the students from that district go there and from the other side of Smiths Falls go
to Chimo.

10/25/2016 4:23 PM

42 Make French immersion program available at Duncan J school. Sending children from north of the Rideau canal
including North Elmsley and Montague to DJ and sending kids south of the Rideau canal including Wolford and
Lombardy to Chimo. DJ school is a beautiful school that is under utilized. Chimo school is well over it's capacity and
removing the 7s and 8s is not going to solve that issue. Chimo is so over capacity that our kids are only receiving gym
class 3 times a week which is disgraceful. Also that way you can keep the 7 and 8 students out of the high school and
in regular classrooms rather than portables. We would have no concerns sending our kids to DJ for French Immersion.

10/25/2016 4:09 PM

43 Why don't you change Duncan J to grades 6-8 or 7-8, make it a junior high as the high school does not have
"sufficient space" for all the students. Adding on portables is not suitable to create "sufficient space"? How are the
students supposed to get their proper amount of gym time when the high school gym is at the maximum usage now?
Rent out other facilities or use the Chimo gym, which would cost.

10/25/2016 8:41 AM

44 Leave French Immersion at Chimo. Bus could drop wolford immersion students off at Chimo and then drop off core
students at DJ. Also if Chimo overcrowded, move 7/8 to DJ until room at SFDCI. Shouldn't need portables if we have
excess space.

10/23/2016 2:52 PM
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45 SFDCI was not built to house 7s and 8s .. having them attend that school in portables would be unfair. Those kids
deserve to be in a school building. Many of them are to young to be exposed to SFDCI. If anything splitting DJS and
CHIMO into a primary school at 1 and a JR/intermediate school at another (ie CHIMO be a k-3 school and DJS be a 4-
8 school).

10/22/2016 7:16 PM

46 I support 1,3,5. However, I have concerns that both North Elmsley and Wolford will feed into Chimo. I understand that
space will be made at Chimo through the recommendations, but do not feel that it will reduce enrolment enough to
accommodate both schools, while addressing the current over crowding at Chimo. One of the two schools should feed
into Duncan J. Duncan J will lose students through the 7-12 proposal, and will gain through early immersion, however
they should still have lots of room to take on one of these two schools. Numbers need to be more balanced at these
two buildings.

10/22/2016 1:18 PM

47 Suggestions for money savings that will not close schools: -Sell off properties that are currently still owned by the
board (old Montague school) that is just used as storage. -Sell off old Frankville school which is used as offices. Put
offices in empty rooms in functioning schools. (both of these old schools are within 15 minutes of myself, how many
closed schools are there that are still owned by the board. By selling off these properties and consolidating those
offices, and storage space into already functioning schools, money can be saved.) -Make more schools Dual core
schools - this will limit the amount of cross border students who are going to a french immersion school (some of the
french immersion hub schools are overpopulated) this will keep less students from crossing border and save money
on buses.

10/19/2016 6:36 PM

48 Don't move grades 7 and 8 from lombardy to the high school. The school is not over capacity, and it doesnt make
sense to move students to the high school, which has no room for them. The cultural value of having students continue
in schools in their home communities cannot be overstated. Lombardy school is a big part of the community. As well,
moving grades 7 and 8 will create childcare difficulties for many families whose 11-13 year Olds will be arriving home
hours earlier when their parents are likely still at work. Perhaps most importantly, the 7 and 8 students will be missing
the incredibly enriching opportunity to be leaders in their community schools. Also, it would seem to make more sense
to send Wolford school students to DJ Schuler school rather than chimo, as DJ is well under capacity and chimo is
over.

10/15/2016 11:09 AM

49 A school like Lombardy will not receive anymore students so there's no reason to move their 7/8's. If Chimo needs the
space to receive the Chimo students then their 7/8's and wolf it's can go to the high school. I'm sure the move and
room at the high school is going to cost a lot already so schools not affected by the influx should stay the same to
reduce costs.

10/15/2016 7:13 AM

50 My idea is to close under enrolled schools within easy bussing distance to larger schools with available space.
Keeping grades 7-8 at the larger feeder schools will ensure these schools maintain their size and keep expenses
down. I also believe that children that are kept for longer periods of time with younger children in lower grades
develop leadership skills that will help them later in their high school years.

10/14/2016 11:34 PM

51 Do not set up 7-12 at SFDCI in portables. Return to an earlier Smiths Falls model of a middle school. Make DJSPS a
middle school and house grades 6-8.

10/14/2016 9:48 PM

52 I think that Wolford public should be left open and kids from chimo should be bussed to Wolford to get the numbers up
and the children from chimo would befit from our smaller more one on one class sizes. And all the other benefits
Wolford provides, larger yard, higher testing scores friendly safe environment...

10/14/2016 9:20 PM

53 Some possible alternatives: Turn Duncan j into a French immersion school. Students from montague, north elmsley,
and Duncan j could attend jk-8. Chimo would have students from wolford, Lombardy and chimo would continue to
attend jk-8. This could potentially alleviate overcrowding at chimo and the under utilization of Duncan j. Split the
French immersion between Duncan j and chimo: Jk-grade 3 at Duncan j, grade 4- grade 8 at chimo. Chimo has
specialized rooms, tech and music, that can be used be fully utilized by the older students. The older students are also
within walking distance of Sfdci to allow for easier transition programs to SFDCI. Again, this could potentially alleviate
overcrowding at chimo and the under utilization of Duncan j.

10/14/2016 9:11 PM

54 I would like to see elementary schools with available space utilized but with smaller class sizes were available, even if
that means using portables which I previously stated I'd prefer not to see. I would like to see schoo buildings like
North Elmsley school, which are still in decent condition continue to be used- or utilized as "middle schools" to better
prepare 6/7/8 students for high school and separate them from the younger/older populations.

10/14/2016 7:38 PM

55 Why wouldn't Chimo be used as a school for grades 6 to 8. Everything that students would not have use of at sfdci are
there: gym, cafeteria, music room, bathrooms and most importantly no portables. SFDCI would be close to 1000
students if 7/8 are moved there. That is ridiculous when there is a facility already present can accommodate them.

10/14/2016 6:40 PM

56 I think that u should leave it how it is now, Chimo already has to many students, these kids our the future... my child
already had to be removed from the grade2/3 class and put into a me 2/3 because there were to many students. This
is going to make bullying easier teachers will have to many student to notice.

10/14/2016 5:51 PM
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57 High school is and always will be considered grades 9-12 as per every other province in Canada, Ontario is no
exception regardless of what you think. If you wish to move grades 7/8 from elementary then allocate them to their
own school classified as junior high, as New Brunswick has done for sometime. You state child mental health is a
priority but yet throwing grades 7/8 into the high school atmosphere will undoubtedly cause sever and substantial
mental health issues for all those students. I will be filing a motion against this as well as contacting all levels of
government.

10/14/2016 5:42 PM

58 Reduce high end managemet jobs before start cutting everyone else. Schools then EA and sooner or later it will be
teachers. Short list the high end see how much you can save.

10/14/2016 4:04 PM

59 Redo the boundaries, a child should not be made to sit on a bus to a school double the distance away from another
school. Keep rural kids in rural areas

10/14/2016 2:20 PM

60 Attendance is down in some schools as a result of busing issues. We need more flexibility. When I was a child I could
go on any bus. Now you are allowed one bus. This makes it difficult for parents that work out of the area. These
parents are registering their children in schools close to their workplace to make it possible to get their children to and
from school. Also I feel that children should only be able to cross border of it is for child care reasons. So many
children in our area go to schools out of their border. Maybe think of changing the border. This would possibly reduce
numbers in over crowded schools and increase numbers in the schools with lower enrollment

10/14/2016 12:55 PM

61 Since chimo is over crowded, re-align its boundaries and send more kids to wolford. This would keep class sizes small
enough that the students can get enough attention, this should help improve the test scores from chimo.

10/14/2016 12:29 PM

62 See above 10/14/2016 10:44 AM
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